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"Jucuxo~ . I ~ I  r,.~r:onas"-labors accompli8l~cd arc  pleasant. Perils, 

privations, li~))o?s r ? l ~ i c l  i l if~clllti~ti,  arc, ~ l i ( x 1  \ve loolc forward to tlle~lr, 

iilvcsted with s s~ll;c~r:~:~lnr:!l iurco arid consociuunco-mlicn actnslly 

upon 118, t l i o ~ ~ g i i  tlii-y Ioec some of tllcir magrtitudo, they are  still 

S I L L  ge7,cri.s ; but iii tlic rotroq)cct, wlicrl the  shorn1 itj ovcrpast, they I aro a sol~rcc of tlic: 11igilout ililld ~ i los t  s1111stallti:~l gratificaliori. IJo 

s wlio by long auil paliu~ll app1ic;rtion nlrd urivaryi~lg integrity llas won 

for Iiimui,ll a, liigh ranlt nlriong liis Pcllow nic~l ,  loolis b ~ l i  with pride 

B 
alld plcasnrc up011 t i c  :itrug:los ~rliich liavc rosnlted in his pro- 

nlotii,n. It is t l ~ o  sariic l~lossurc, tllou::ll 1)orllal;s oljoyoil in a llighcr 

I dcgrcc, wllicl! gives anim:~tior~ to tllc coontouaiice a i d  lifo to tllc worn- \ 

out body of tho old solditrr, \s!~clr wit11 yoatllful ardor lie "shoulders his 

1 crutch alitl shows 11uw fic:lcIs arc won." T l ~ c r o  is, I~ou;cver, t l~iv very i 
material distillcliol~ bct~rooil t l~osc two caseti : Wit11 tlie former tlicrc is ! 

gcslcrally the cr~joy~uclrt oi' tlic good labored for, as \roll as thc Inclilory 
I 

/ of struggles .i\~oll sllstairiccl ; but \r,itli tile solciit:r, tlicre is in tho 

majority of ca,iieb: ~lotliiu:; loft but tliis pleas~lrc ~ l i i e l r  arises fro111 tllc 
1 

romcn~l~rarico of "l:il~ors aocomplisllcil" and duty porformcd. Tllis, i certainly, itl all that results to tllc ~oldior  of tho "lost c:luscn for his 

lurrg years of 11rivaLi011 a n ~ l  peril. It 1s \vit,ll this convietioll, axid a I 

desire to spread ont for tilt: frilition of lily late conlrarlos ill arms somo 

of this invalnablc troasc~i.~: of tlic past, lllat I 11ave nnderta!ien to indite 

i a brief and ii11l)erft:ct ~ l i c t u l ~  of tlio csreor of the " G O T I I  I~I,AI)AXA 

Ili;ora~ea~." I say "l~ricf a:id inlporfcct, uliutch," becansc i t  were vain 

to  attonlpt to giro, \rrit!;iil tllo sr:opc! u ' l~ ie l~  1 II:LTT~ as:riglirtl nlgsell', n fall 

aiid conlplcto iiistory, coutni~iirrg ovcrytliing of i~i tcrcsl  aud importance 
B ,  
1 wllicll trari~pircd 111 co~incction with a rcgirncnt and itn iudividual 

members duriug a period of four yefirtl-years of ceaseless activity, 
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and daily peril and adventure. The object of this narrative, therefore, 

is to s7cqyest rather than to dilate; and the most tliat is promised is, 

that it will carry the reader back to places, scenes and incidents, in 

contcml~lation of whicli l ~ i s  mind will be dra~vn on by association to 

disport itself amid the many memories con~loctcd tllere~vitl~. 

I may here rcmarli, that wllile this is styled a "'II~~TORY OF TIIE 

SIXTIETH ALABAIIA REGIYENT," yet it is 11eces8arily, to a considcrablo 

extent, a history not of that llcginicnt alono, but also of tllc larger 
orgsni~at~ions of which it formed an intcgral part. The general inovo- 

merits and ongageme~lts of a rcgiment are of course idcritical with 

tholio of its Brigade, aiitl, frequently, of it8 Di,ision and Corps. 

Consequently this brief revicw, if it to any exterit answer tho pnr- 

pose for wllich it is designed, mast contain mattcr of interest not 

only to tlie members of the "GOTH," b l ~ t  also to those gallarlt men 

who filled thc ra~ilcs of the other reginler~ts of "Grncie's B?-ignde." 

And, indeed, tllcre is no reason mliy a sn1)ject of this description, if 

rightly hailcllcd, slionld not command tho attention of soldiers in 

general. Tho ncxt greatest ploasnro to :L soldier to reconntirlg his own 

"hair breadth 'sc:~pcs and niovillg accider~ts by flood and ficld," is tho 

listening to a similar recital from a hrotller soldier, tlie scene of wliose 

martial cxploitt? and patient sntrcrings lay in anotl~cr quarter or 

department. And, if a feeling aliirl to rivalry s l~o~ i ld  bc cvolved by 

eucll mutual relationu, the contost ~sould be an l~onorable one- 

"Not hato but glory wonlil malib tho oliiofs conte~id, 
Wl~ile each bravo foo was in his heart a fiicnd." 



CHAPTER I. 
TIIE I.I':GION-CHIClCdMAUGi~-INC1El"~ION OP TIIE EAST TENNESSEE 

I ,  CALMPAIGN. 

THE "SIXTIETH ALABAMA REGI~IENT" opened its career 
as a Regiment on the 25th of November, 1863, at 
Charleston, Tennessee. Up to that time the troops 
composing it had formed a part of the "Alabama 
Legion." I t  is necessary, therefore, that I glance 
briefly at the organization and history of the "Le@on" 
up to the time of its dissolution. 

The Legion coi~sisted of four battalions of infantry, 
styled respectively the lst, 2d, 3d, and 4th, and, also, 
a battalion of cavalry. As a whole, it was under the 
command at the time of its organization of H. W. 
HILLIA~D. Each Battalion had, also, a Lieut. Colonel 
and Major. JACK THORINGTON and JOHN H. HOLT 
were the field officers of the 1st; BOI,IING HALL and 
W. STUBBLEFIELD, of the 2d; JOHN TV. A. SANFORD 
and HATCH Coo~i, of the 3d ;  and Major REEVES 
of the 4th. The 1st Battalion had seven companies ; 
the 2d, six ; the 3d, six; and the 4th, four large com- 
panies, designed for artillery service. The Cavalry 

Battalion having been early detached from and no 
more identified with the Legion, I deem it unneces- 
sary to give its organization. I 





--- - _  

SIX'l'IETH ALABAMA 1tEGIMKNT. 

After a halt of a few days at Tazwell, tlle command 
moved forward and joined the forces xmder Naj. Gen. 
S . r ~ v ~ l i s o ~ ,  who was investing that subliiliest and 
most formidable of natural fortfficuiicns, then in the 
possession of the enemy under. Geu. N O R G ~ ~ ,  known 
:is Curuberlmd Gap. W h t  lnernories does the men- 
tion of this inzpurtan'c stronghold call up to each 
surviving soldier of the "Legion!" Camber1:lnd Gap, 

~vith its huge nionntain sides, "rocli--ribbed and 
aucieiit as Glle sun," t o w c h g  high t o ~ v ~ ~ r d s  IIeaven- 
blcali, bare, grim, vast and terriblo ! How quiet :uid 

herello the "Basin," surrouncled on all sides by tliesc 
st~lpendous and raggcd barriers, wiih its springs of 
millera1 water, its few tall ancl graceYnl poplars, its 
two or three group2 of dwellingb, and its 1uil1 nioved 
by a streanz gnshing iinpettlot~sly fort11 from the 
bo~vels of the right-hand peak ! Who that has tried 

it does not remember the toilsome asccnt of the 
pcaks, and the limitless prospect which greets the 
eye on gaining the summit-on all sides round a sea 
~vhose billo~vs :we mountains ! 

Gel?. STEVENSON'S line mas distant from the Gap 
about five miles. During the inveslnlent tila enemy 
liclpt up :I daily shelling horn tlle .I iyi~l-hwtd 2 ) l ~ i X ' .  The 
sllolls tllrornil from that positiou frequently :'ell a mils 
to tho rear of tile Confedc.ratc line --a distance: of about 
sis rliiles fram their starting poiat. I t  mas llcre that 
tllc car of t31e Legion mas first ticklcd by tlle rnoviny 

nnelacly of sllells passing o\ erheacl, and made ac- 

yuaiuled with t l ~ e  sonorous voice of "Long 'Pon~." 
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The Gap was evacuated by the enemy on the even- 
\ 

ing of September the 17tl1, and occupied by the Con- 
I 

i 1 
federate forces on the following day. The "Legion" 1 

remained at the Gap until the 2d of October, when it 
entered upon the campaign into Icentucky--known 
as BI~AGG'S Kentucky campaign-bringing up the rear 
of the invading column, and advancing into Kentucky 
as far as "Diclr River," a distance of one hundred 
and fifty miles from the Gap. In Gen. BRAGG'S some- 

what hasty exodus from Kentucky after the battle of 
Perryville, the Legion again brouglit up the rear, and 
experienced, in all its length and breadth, what it is to 
b?-i7zg '191 the rear on a retreat. Tlle Legion re-entered 
the Gap, October 22d, having marched about three 
hundred miles since it left that point on the 2d. All 
who participated in it agree in saying, that this 
campaign, so far as severity of nlarclling and priva- 
tion of every description are concerned, was one of 
the most trying of the war. 

After remaining at the Gap until the 4th of Novem- 
ber, 1862, the command was moved via Knoxville to 
Loudon, a distance of ninety miles. Froni Louclon 
it was transported to Bridgport, Alabama ; whence, 
after a brief interval, it was carried back to Knox- 
ville, arriving at that point November the 25t11, and 
remaining there about three weeks. This movement 
to Bridgport occurred a short whiIe previous to the 
battle of Mni-freesboro. 

Tion were At this time the battalions of the Leb' 
located for the winter (the winter of 1862-'(53) at 



duty at Bristol,) passed the winter at "Big Creek 
Gap;" the other battalions, at Culnberland Gap and 

It was during this winter that the original com- 
mander of the Legion resigned, and was succeeded 
by Col. JACK THORI?\T(;TON, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
1st Battalion. This gave room for the promotion of 
JOHN H. HOLT to the Lieutenant Colonelcy, and 
DANIEL S. Titoy to the majority, of the 1st Battalion. 

About the 10th of April, 1863, the four Battalions 
were reunited at Lee's Springs, and placed in the 
Brigade of Brig. Gen. A. GI~ACIE, Jr. I n  this 
Brigacle the troops coraposing the Legion (with the 
exception of the Cavalry 13attalion,) remained until 
the close of the war, and contributed largely to the 

i,' achievement of that brilliant reputation which the 

I Brigade bore, first, in the Western Army, and, after- 

I /  wards, in the Army of Virginia. Lee's Springs, the 
point at which the reunion of the Legion occurred, 
ancl which niay be styled the birth-place of G ~ A ~ I E ' s  

I 
f 

4 Brigade, was a spot of rare beauty. The members 

I of the different Battalions, on again meeting each 
other, gave free vent to the social impulse and drank 
largely of the pleasure which is its legitimate off- 
spring. They also drank-in a literal sense-profusely 

i of the sulphur water which abounds in that vicinity. 

From Lee's Springs the command marched about 
April 15th to Cumberland Gap; from Cumberland 

e, , " 

S I ~ ~ I E ~ H  ALABAMA REGIMENT. 11 

different stations. The 1st Battalion (with the excep- / tion of Company "A," which was placed on detached 
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C H I C I ~ A M L X T  J G A .  

PJ<EVIOUS to tlie battle of ChicBamanga, I should not 
omit to mention the sliiriiiibh in "BIcI~emore's Covc ;" 
also, the marching, countermarclling, and stirring inci- 

dents of the 18th of September. On tlie 19tli the 
battle commenced in earnest, and the Chickamauga 
became in fact tlio "Stream of Death." This was a 
day of allxious suspense to the Legion, whicli was 
among the troops lleld in reserve. I t  was donble- 
quicked, now to the right, now to the left, and now 
moved forward, as the Colifeclerates steadily but 
slowly drove the stubborn foe from position to posi- 

tion. Tlic s1,ells of the enemy, and not unfreqnently 
their minnie balls, fell in our midst, dealing death in 
many instaaccs. Litters were constantly passing bo 

and fro through our line, bearing from the scene of 
action tlie wounded and the dying. The lide of 
battle ebbed and flowed incessantly : now there was a 
lull ; now the sharp, continuous rattle of small arms 
broke in upon the ear; now there came a burst of 
thunder-sound, and each indiviclual noise was lost in a 
tumultuous outburst of artillery. Then, the storm 
would subside, and an enthusiastic cheer from the 
victors in the cliarge ~vould rend the air. During 
each lull, there were distinctly audible, the wails of the 
dying and the heart-piercing shrieks of strong men in 
agony. The storm and the lull succeeded each other. 
The Battle Fiend seemed in a wanton humor, and 
raged sp~smodically. 

During the entire day, when not moving by the 
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double-qldcli to right or left, or forwartl as the foe 
grave back, the Legion lay upon its arms, listeiliilg to 
the advancing and receding tumult of the battle. 
There was silence i11 the ranks. Each heart had its 
own burden. At ally moment the command "forward" 
might be given; and, though nerved for the contest, 
and anxious to strike for our country, we realized the 
fact, that death was present. Involuntarily, scenes 
lar different from those before us-home scenes- 
occupied with striking vividness our mental visions. 
It is said that extremes meet; it is certain, that 
extremes are suggestive of each other. What soldier 

does not reiiieinlser how, on the eve or in the midst of 
a battle, his tho~zghts have turned to his dear native 
bowers and the loved ones whom he left behind him! 
I t  was with thoughts of this character, and deep 
solicitucle for the issue of the severe struggle pending 
in their immediate front, that the men of the Legion 
passed the 19th of September, 1863. 

At length night came, and the storms grew less 
violent--grezu less violent, but did not cease. All 
through the night a sharp fire was kept up between 
the pickets, and, ever and anon, the booming of a 
cannon, startling us in our troubled slumber, re- 
minded of the carnage of the past day, and the 
coming horrors of the morrow. After nightfall, too, 
the shrieks and groans of the wounded, lying on the 
battle-field between the two lines, were more clearly 

heard. Add to all this the facts, that the nigl~t; was 
cold, our supply of blankets and clothing scanty, and 



the orders prol~ibited firer:, and you will readily 
f understand that "tire.1 nature's sweet restorer, balmy 

sleep," visitcd but few eyelids in the Legion, for any 
, length of time, during the night of that stirring day. 

i I t  was certainly inlpossible, under such circumstances, 
and with such surroundings, to obey the exliortation 

, c contained in the following beautiful lines from SCOTT: 
' tl "Soldier I rest-tlry w;arf;~re o'er, 

. ,  bt Sloop the sleop t l ~ t  L~lows  not brc~rking, 

I ) r o ~ m  of b:rttlc-fields no more- 

Days of danger, nights ot wlil~il~g." 

So passed the night, and 
"Kow \v11(>n fair 11it11.u orit,!! L II?;ITWTI :1p))1~! v 1 ~ 1 ,  

IT11 T,,S,> l'lll> '<x:l,y6.r ? i ~ , ~ ' , ~ ~ ~ 7 . '  , !(, , i 4  ,I! .\ 

Yl1e111:~tiu t1'11118)p ~ Y ~ I ~ I : ; . "  

The storin revived-ch.;: :iu~loldering fires of battle 
were rekindled-fresh fuel was added, and the flames 
burst forth anew. 

The fighting this day was less fitful-more contin- 
uous. The Confederates bore steadily forward; the 
Federal masses gave back, inch by inch-sullenly, 
doggedly. 

Until about 3; P. M. the Legion advanced with the 
advancing army, encountering a constant stream of 
wounded, who bore witness to the sharpness of the 
conflict, and also to the cheering fact that the 
Confederate flag was being borne onward in triumph. 
Their march this day was through the theatre of the 
previous and the present day's battle. On all sides 
round they viewed "with shuddering horror pale, and 
eyes aghast," heaps of silent slain-friend and foe, 



man and beast, in one promiscuous slumber ! A t  
length, at about 3; P. M., the banner of the Legion 
was unfurled for the first tirnc in battle, the commixnd 
"Forw:trd- double-quick !" was given by the gallant 
Gnkc~e, and the Brigade ruslled impe.tnously into action. 

The first volley of the enemy, who were lying 
in wait behind a fortification of logs in an excel- 
lent position, bore with fatal precision upon our line, 
and created many a gap in our heretofore intact 
ranks; but it was responded to by an answering 
volley and a rousing cheer, which rose high above the 
din of conflict. I shall attempt no recital of ~vllat 
followed-the heart grows sick at the memory! 
Suffice it to say, that in less than two hours, two- 
thirds of GRACIE'S splendid Brigade were placed 
"hors du combatn-wounded, dying, dead! The 
1st Battalion carried t~vo hundred and thirty men 

(230) into action, and lost one hundred and sixty- 
eight (1G8), in killed, mounded and missing. Tlle 
3d Battalion went in with two huudred and nineteen, 
rank and file, and lost fifty, in liilled and wounded. 
(The loss sustained by these two Battalions is men- 
tioned, because they afterwards composed the Sixtieth 
Alabama Regiment.) Among the mortally wounded 
of the 1st Battalion was its commander, Lieutenant- 
Colonel JOHN H. HOLT. Of this gallant and accom- 
plished soldier, I cannot forbear saying, that a nobler 
spirit went not down on that bloody field. His con- 
sideration for the comfort and well-being of his meu, 
was only equalled by his devotion to the cause in 
which he fought and fell. 
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Night finally put an end to the outrageous havoc. 
So thorough was the exhaustion of the troops from 
long continued battle, that at the close of this day 
there was indeed a cessation of the storm. GRACIE'S 
Brigade having been so terribly shattered, was re- 
lieved at dark. The troops constituting the relief 
occupied the position, laid down upon their arms, and 
slept amid the dead. It was scarcely possible to 
distinguish the living from the dead, so profound was 
the slumber of the former. Silence reigned upon the 
battle-field!-comparative silence. An attentive ear 
would have caught, here and there, a low plaintive 
wail, sob or sigh, from thc cotrntless wounded. Being 
one of the few survivors of the 1st Battalion who 
escaped unharmed, the writer was called upon to go 
with a squad to search out and convey to the field- 
hospital the wounded of the command. This task 
occupied until past midnight. The appearance of 
that battle-ground by moonligllt is never to be for- 
gotten. I t  recalled the words of the " Ancient 
Mariner" : 

"The many mon so beaiitifiil I 

And they all dead dld lie." 

One incident of that sickening inspection I must 
be permitted to mention. I n  our search anlong tho 

many prostrate forms around us, we came upon one 
c~vered carefully wit11 a blanket. On drawing the 

blanket from the face I belleld one whom I well 
knew-a remtlrliably klnndsome youth ol scarce 
eighteen summers. But a fern short hours before, 
we had laill side by side on our tlrms, conversing of 



his home and of our probable fate in the coming 
batble. I thought of his mother-whose idol he 
was-all unconscious of his fate, and moved on in 
the discharge of duty to the still living, with feelings 
to which I shall attempt to give no expression. This 
youth was N. N. GILMER. He fell gallantly among 
the foremost in tlie charge. 

At about midnight the last of the wounded of the 
1st Battalion was being carried from tlie battle- 
ground, and the writer accompanied the litter to the 
field-hospital. Here was presented a scene which 
surpassed in horror, if possible, the battle-field it,self. 
At this point was congregated the wounded who had 
covered a large area of the field. A lurid glare was 
cast by scores of flaming rail fires upon the pale, 
agonized features of the many victims of the battle. 
There was no canopy for the sufferers save the 
heavens-no coucll save the uneven earth-and no 
pillows save billets of wood- 

"There was lsclr of woman's nursing and dearth of woman'a tears." 

I stood in one spot and witnessed many death scenes 
occurring simultaneously. On my left lay ZENO 
GAYLE, breathing his last, his face radiant with that 
ineffable joy which the Christian alone experiences; 
on my right was young RICHARD BIBB, an accom- 
plished and gallant soldier, expiring in the arms of s 
comrade. The list might be extended indefinitely, 
but i t  is painful to recall the menlory of such price- 
less and apparently fruitless sacrifice. 

From the field-hospital we hurried, sick a t  heart, 
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b '  

to the rendezvous of the command. After much 

I difficulty, we found the remnant of the 1st Battalion 

[ . -now a mere squad-huddled around a single fire. 
Each face was powder-stained and haggard to the 

I 

i last degree. There was but little talking; our 
thoughts were of our fallen comrades. As a speci- 

i 
: I i men of what was spolren around that fire that night, 

I) I give the following : "JIM, poor fellow, was shot 
down at the first volley; he fell forward on his 
face, and never spolie." " BIRD, they say, is mortally 
wounded ; he was a good boy." "During the fight I 
passed brother ARCHY lying on his side, wounded. 

I I could not stop to help him. The poor fellow smiled 
fainhly on me, and summoning all his strength, waived 
his hand towards the enemy." 

4 At about 1 A. M., the writer laid down by the fire 
with knapsack for a pillow, and no covering-having 

J 

1 
lost his blanket in the fight--and slept a troubled 

I sleep till morning. At daylight we were aroused by 
\ 

' the drum and the order :to "fall in." Stiffened, sore, 
7, 
d hungry, thirsty, unrefreshed, we adjusted our accou- 

trements and fell in. The fearful havoc of the pre- 
vious day's battle was attested by the fact, that 
the Brigade, when formed in line of battle on this 
morning, was scarce the length of one of its Regi- 

j'l . ments on the evening before. The bullet-riddled 
banners of the several Regiments and Battalions com- 
posing the Brigade were distant from each other but 
a short hterval up and down the line, and were no 

I longer held aloft by the h;~nds that llad clasped illem 



on the previous afternoon. Everytl~ing being in 
readiness, the command "Forward !" was again pro- 
nounced by the saddened but undaunted GRACIE, 
and the men moved to the front as well as their' 
almost exhausted bodies would permit. We ad- 
vanced through the scene of the previous day's 
action, stepping over tlle dead bodies of our late com- 
rades, up to the breastworl<s of the enemy-over and 
beyond them; but no foe was visible. They had 
abandoned their positioil as soon as darkness closed 
upon tlle scene, and were at that time miles away, 
hastening to place themselves under the protection of 
the guns and fortifications of Chattanoogtt. 

We now had the grim satisfaction of seeing what 
execution our fire had done in the Federal ranlis ; but 
this satisfaction (if such it may be called,) was dashed 
by the truth which forced itself upon us, that the lives 
of mercenarics freshly importcd from foreign jails 
were a totally inadequate set-off for the lives of the 
noble youths and substantial citizens who had fallen 
in our ranks. 

On inspecting the ground over wllich the 1st 
Battalion had passed, the body of JOHX CONXOR, of 
GO. "A," was found to be foremost. He fell ~villiin 
fifteen feet of the encmy's breastworks, pierced by 
a half-dozen balls. The sii~iple statement of this a 

fact iu tho lligllcst eulogiurn which can be prono~znced 

on his conduct in the action. His iiaine was placed 
upon the "Lloll of PXonor" by the unaninzous voice 
of his Company. 
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(In this connection, it is due to that incomparable 
soldier and gentleman, JOHN ~IASSY, Adjutant of the 
1st Battalion, to mentian the fact, that a t  a meeting of 

1 4  1 the officcrs of the Battalion sometime after the battle, 
it was the unhesitating sentiment of all, that his gal- 

l 
lantry in the battle of Chicliamauga was too conspicu- 
ous to pnss unnoticed by his comrades or unrewarded 

1' by his co~~ntry--and, accordingly, his name was sub- g ;, 
! sequently forwarded to the War Department with an 
1 urgent recommendation of promotion.) 
P 
l i On arriving a t  the position from which tho enemy 

had poured their destructive fire into our ranks on the 
evening before, no foe being at  hand and no order to 
move forward being received, the coinn~and forthwitl~ 
addrrssetl itself to the melancholy duty of burying its 

9 dead. 
fiucli was the Grst lesson in  blood of the Le,'  on-a 

, 
lesson ineffaceable-never to be forgotten ! Years 
hence, the old soldier who survived that bloody field 

, and the other fields of the war, when, as he sleeps 
I>eneatll his own peaceful roof in the bosom of his 

1 l:~1~1ily, a~nid  other "thoughts from the visions of the 
i nigllt," this battlc-field shall pass before him, will 

break the solemn silence of the mansion and the 
midnight hour by tho thrilling cry-" Chicltamauga ! 1, 0 GOD, my Heeding country !" 1 

Having remained two days encanlped upon the field 

! of battle, a t  the immediate sconc of its recent sangui- 
nary experience, .tho command moveil to "11issiortnry 

lnidge," in the tracks of QIO lntoly beaten and re- 
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treating foe, now recovered and defiantly hurling shot 
and shell from the elaborate fortifications which 
guarded every avenue of approach to Chattanooga. 

F 
1 

On the Ridge and in the valley, all the while under 
the guns of the enemy, it remained until about 

e 
a November the 18th. During this time the troops 

suffered for the want, in proper quantities, of food, 
clothing, and almost evcry necessary of life. On 
the day last mentioned, the comniand was put in 
motion and marched through a continued rain into 

! 
a / "McLemore's Cove," and back again. On the 19th 

it was marched over "Missionary Ridge," in plain / 

I view of the enemy, to " Chickamauga Station." The 
i 
I 

Legion was here met by its commander, Colonel 
JACK THORINGTON, who issued a wledictory circular, 
informing the command of his resignation and ex- 
pressive of his regret at relinquishing the leadership 
of such a body of men, and his ardent desire for their 
future glory and prosperity. 

This march to "Chickamauga Station" was the com- 
mencement of the movement of the Division to 
Knoxville in aid of Gen. LONGSTREET, who was ther; 
investing that city. And, indeed, it was to the com- 
mand the opening of that celebrated campaign of the 
winter of 1863-'64. 



SIXTIETH ALABAMA REGIMENT. 

LONGSTREET'S WINTlGR CAMPAIGN I N  EAST TRNPI'ESSEIG-XIRTII 
4 OF TIIE RH:GI~ZBNT-A~TI~CI~ ON I<NOXVILLE-JIATTLE OF BEAN'B 

1 81'ATION, &C. 

From Chickamauga Station the troops were trans- 
ported by rail to Charleston, Tennessee, arriving a t  

E l  ' that point November 25th, 1863. Charleston is a 
place of importance in the History of the Legion, 
from the fact that here was carried into execution the 

I long contemplated consolidation of its four Battalions 
into two Regiments, the Fifty-ninth and Sixtieth 
Alabama. The 2d and 4th Battalions were formed 
into the 59th ; four companies (A, 33, C ,  D,) of the lst, 
and the six companies of the 3d, were formed into ' the Sixtieth Alabama Regiment, of which this sketch 
pnrports to be a history. The remaining three 
Companies (E, P, G,) of the 1st Battalion, were 
formed into the 23d Battalion of Alabama Xharp- 
Shooters. The Field-Officers of the 60th Alabama 
Begiment were JOHN W. A. SANFORD, Colonel; DANIEL 
S. TROY, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and HATCH COOK, Major. 

/ (I am here tempted to digress and devote considerable 
a 

Eipace to these Field-Officers, They certainly deserve 
more than a passing notice ; but I deem it unneces- 

, sary to dilate upon their merits to the members of 

1 their Regiment, to tvhorn thev are so well known. 

CHAPTER 11. 



The bare mention of their names is, I am satisfied, 
suflicient to suggest their respective virtues.) 

Such was the organization of the Regiment ; 
Charleston, Tenn., was its birth-place ; and the 25th 
of November, 1863, its natal day. Like Minerva, it 
came into being affected by none of the weaknesses 
and imperfections of infancy, but fully developed and 
equipped for vigorous action. And well it was, that 

its muscles were hardened and all its powers matured, 
for it was then, at the inception of its career as a 
Regiment, on the tllreshhold of one of the most 
severe campaigns of the war! 

ATTACK ON I<NOXVILLE. 

After much hard marching, the Regiment succeecied 
in reaching Knoxville in time to participate in the 
gallant but fruitless attempt made to carry that place 
by storni on the morning of November 29th, 1863. 
No member of the Regiment who was present for 
duty at that time, will ever recall this event without 
an emotion of pride, mingled with sorrow-pride, 
that without succunibing, he encountered in his cotm- 
try's cause such unutterable hardship; and sorrow., 
that his endurance and noble daring were destined to 
prove unavailing. 

At about 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning, the Regi- 
ment was gotten under arms. Tlle atmosphere mas 
damp and penetratingly cold ; tlse men were thinly 
clad, and nullilsers of thenl, barefoot. Tlleir suEeri~lg 
wllilst standing uncler arnis, clasping with nmnbed 
llctisds the cold banels of tlleir rnuslieis, can be appre- 
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ciated by those alone who have experienced similar 

hardships. But despite of colcl, hunger, naliedness, 
and approaching peril, tlie brave fellows were full of 
spirit, and stout llearto beat 'iopef~zlly within each 
ragged gray jaclret. General G n a a ~ ~ ,  wllile riding 
through his Brigade on the day before, had pointed 
significantly towards I<nosaille ancl ren~arked, " T l ~ e ~ e  
are shoes over- t l ~ ~ r e ,  ljoys," and .:isions of comfortable 
brogans were floating through the minds of those 
berefoot Confederates. 

There was no noise save the low hum of subdued 
voices, the runlbling of n~oving artillery, and the 
steacly tramp of different bodics of troops advancing 
to their allottecl positions. 'kl~e night was dark; but 
tile enemy, anticipating our movement, filled the 
heavens with streams of artificial light, which threw 
the slladow of our colnmns far to the rear, and was 
reflected back by many an unsheathed sword and 
burnisl~ecl barrel. 

At length, tlie ominous silence was broken by the 
discharge of a sii~gle piece of artillery from tho brow 
of a hill to our right. Artillery had been planted on 

each of the numerous hill-tops in the vicinity-some 
being occupied by tlie eneiiiy and some by ourselves- 
and now, in a few inoments aftcx t l ~ e  discharge of this 
pioneer piece, a brisli fire was opened from them all. 
Thunder-peals burst forth and answerecl each other 
in quiclr succession, and, like destroying angels, the 
huge missils flew through the dense atmospllere with 
an uneartlily shrieking. Unclcr the exhilaration of 

3 





ful, ant1 iivo llundrcd ilol)lo IlIi~.;i:~:,il)pi:u?y lay dc:d or 
djiu:; ill thc sno:at tlr,~t sxrrol~liil~d tI)o fort 11.1)011 1vllic11 
tlle :~"ctaclr I~acl hw11 ninclo. .2 t~-nco b:ul bccrl early 
secm.cd, a~rrl ; L I ~  ~1,,~y 1011g the $;I( l ~)rucessios :~lovclcl on, 
si!t~ntIy alld 11-tour.nl11!ly, in the LIIZCII~L~:;~ of its d ~ t j - .  

iZ~llolig t!:t illany iilr3sl1reb~.il~ly b i ~ i l  C71;tj:i of oil:' mil- 
itwy cnrecr, no luctmljor of II!:: I t ( \ g ; r ~ ~ u ~ ~ t  wi:l, 1 am 
sure, fits1 to rccogrnixc tliih, the -30 tll tlay of il'ovclilber, 

1863, as one of tll!? nlosl satl, Ali throng11 that clisalal 
day .the wo~cls werc ever rcc~zl~ing-" Il'lldso aye they 
wile have pahsed tlrongli gi.c:~t t i ; b~~ l ,~ l i~ l l . "  Y'hei.~, 
wc weru confidant of our nltiln,icle success in bile s tn~g-  
gle; 7zozv, tllai tlle ~~lovcilrent of tlre Southern pcople 
has ~cccivecl the sad bnt swc tit cpithct of ihe " lost 
cause," wc sliould feel that J t ii more hallonred from 
its Jrory ld5 s ! 

The conln~anil reniaiacd in lllc rifle-pits in the 

viciuity of the point of attack until the nigl~t  of De- 
ccnlbcr tile 4th. This a n s  tlic firhi experience of tile 
Ecginlcnt in trcilull warfare, ~bith mllich it afterwards 
(at Pclorsbil~g, Virginia,) becanlo so tl~oroughly con- 
~era~i i l t .  

Sliortly after nigliifnll, on thc Ith of Dccenher, 

1863, Gen. LOSG~~;:EI:T ~vithi1rc.1~ from I<nosville in the 
direction of Sonih-western Virgini:~. This night's 
march is not casily Sor:;otten. Its chief inci~lcnts 
wore tlre ilumber of sinall branclles crossed, the burn- 
ing f:,~lces on blle roadsirle, aucl tlle fact tllat it contin- 
necl throngliout thc entire night. In  connection m7it21 

tlle ciossiizg of streams, the regiment will reillember 



with just pride, that it was complimentecl by General 
GRACIE because it dicl not delay the coltlnln by seohing 
logs ancl rocks on which tto pass over, but marched 
resolutely, ancl ~vitllout halting, through the water. 
Every old solclier will appreciate t l~ is  corripliment. A 
commanilor h:ts few more diflicult tasks thal; tho keep- 
ing of his line well together on a march. The diffi- 
culty is greatest on a dark night when tIiero are nu- 
merous impedi~nents, ancl the worst of ii~lpecliments is 
a stream. There is no truer test of the discipline and 
other good cjualities of a command, than the nmnner in 
which it conducts itself under such circumstances. 

At daylight we had reached "Clain's Cross Roads," 
a point near " Lee's Springs," with wllicll the com- 
mand was familiar. Halting here about two hours, 
that those who had any might cook their scant 
rations, the march was continued to Iiutledge, which 
Tias reached about darli. At this place a halt of two 
nights and a day was made. Our sojourn at  IZutleclge 
is menlorable mainly on account of the scarcity of 

rations, and the nunlerous expeditions of the men 
through the surrounding country in consequencc 
thereof. 

As an instance of the latter, the S U ~ W ~ V O T S  of a squad 
of six or eight men will remember, thai on the second 
night, (which was a clear, wintry, starlight night,) they 
sallied forth from camp, took under their arms sonie 
empty glass jars standing on tlle shelves of an aban- 
donecl confectionary in the village, crossed the bridge 
which spans the strcanl running by, ancl made their 
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way along a road winding through the mountains a 
1 distance of about six miles. They will recollect, that 

having advanced thus far they reached and entered a 

p shanty, where, after being welcomed by the inmates, a, 
corn hoe-cake was cooked in their honor, and a cup of 

1 sorghum placed upon the board ; that, after partaking 
of this repast they started forth in searcll of a settle- 
nient a few miles off in a nook in the mountains, at 

e l  which their kind entertainer informed them there was 

t 
"lioney." They will remember how long they wan- 

I 
dcred through the mountain by-paths, each man with 
jar under arm ; how, wllcn they had well nigh 

1 despaired, they mere overjoyed to behold the glimmer 
of a solitary light in a deep recess ahead ; how they 
made for this light, and, on approaching, found that it 

i procecdcd from a log cabin of a single room, (?ol~iclr, 

was a good indicuiion qf lloncy") ; how tllcy advanced to 
7 the very walls of this rude mansion of the mountain- 

1 ,  eers, and on peeping through the cracks, saw within a 
fanlily group, composed of an aged female, two bloom- 
ing damsels of peach-blossom hue, and five represent- 

/ 
atives of the sterner sex. They will-'remember, on a 

slight noise being made on the outside, the expression 
I - of, alarm which pervaclcd each face of this fanlily 

I t  ' group, saying, more plainly than words-" The creter 

1 company! the cmiur company ! they come! they 
come! Lord, save tho bee-guiils!" They will re- 
member, that, the door being opened, the party 
entered, took their places around the fireside, and 

, engaged in an animated discourse with the young 



ladics, (TVIIO, if t1ic.y 11 lcl I ~ ~ e i t  clrcbsec? in malc :xitire, 
aucl h:~tl c~ l ; i l~ i t c~ l  i,o ot l l l~~- il~dic-i:~ o l  tl1e1r hr l ,  x~oulcl. 
have disclosed i b  ?>y their \ 011il)ility). Tl lcj  will 
relricniber llow the ol(l 1:~tly sillokr~l rc+,olntcly, nlicl 
was i~l:~:.ecs~,ible ~u l t i l  (L nl(1:lll)cr of tho i):~i'ly drew 

from his liavcrit~c!i a silicr folli, (111lic.h Ilc llad 

brouglll from Inunlc.), ant1 pl cwxiteil it to 11cr ; nherc:- 
upon, slie rciuorci? hc'r pi;:o from i,c>t-\\ecn Iler nose 
and cllin, b~unetl t l : ~  folk ovcr in her l:srltl, finxiiig at  
it miuutcly xiil ill cvjdcllt ~ I c c ,  .~liil fiui~lly il~livoled 
lierhclf to bhc domlol in tliis vise : " I~oicl lore jcr  yne- 
cious soul, lioncy ; I sll:lll ncwr  fol gct 3 on lor illis. 
Clxissy, ( tu~nhlg to one of t l ~  i7\an1sc~l,), J c,u rcmcm- 
bcr the silvcr s ~ o o n  ,~i I: llare oi'tcii id:] yon of, T\-l,at 
belonged to your grc:ll gi andillotllcl, ant! tlint T V , I ~  

l)reselr cd as : ~ n  :wloonl in her 1ciict:le t:j:tC Iiung on 

the 1)acli of ller o1::iir tl, long as s l l ~  1 i ~ ~ i l  ? Yo11 re- 

member, Claiissy Y Ti7ell, this i*cminds iuc of tLat, 
and it shall stay in niy I ~ a ~ l i ~ r  bag so 1oi:g ns I liw- 

wliicil, Loril l~ilon s, ~ r o n t  be long." This closing sen- 
tence, it will be rer~~ci~r l~c~~ccl ,  ~v :~s  follonecl 1 . ) ~  a sigh 
ancl n rolliug of tilt) c j  ,:s 1le:~~lcil~t aid, aflcr n liicll tllc 

pipe was I eplacccl, a i d  tlle aged leniale re:apscd into 
her cuiton1:~ry silcncac, !~cr thougilt5 n andering./n,* h,rtlc 

to-\varcls her cradle or lioi J ~ L Y  o i~ f~ .n ,  d to her grare. 
And, finally, it nil1 I)c rcmcml~crcd llom tllis gift 
opencd the l~ca r t  of the family, and tlle contents 01 the 
richest of tl1c1 bee-gnnls ranged along tlic :,ides of the 
house mcre p1:~cccl in the gl:~ss-j;~rs, when tlle  arty 
(thcir missioii I ~ c i n ~  :~uconi~~lisl~cd) clcpartcd ~r i t l i  a 



benoiiiction, ancl arrived at  c ~ m p  iri CI~iio for roll-call, 
arlil ill rcndil~ess for the cl:;y9s ma~,r:h. 

Tlrc first clay's rn-,~.cl~ afker leajvin:; Eut:cc!gxe v::is 

long tl~ld :LTC~~IOUS. " P>CJ:L;I'H St:ltii>i~;'' i r l ~ i ~ h  IVRS sCi011 

to be tllc illeatre ol :L bloody ren:::mt~e, was pzesed :it 
about 11, A. 31. At nl'gllt t'.lc ~(iiiljfit~ild ~~(::lt i::io 
c;ullp on ihe roailsilic at n i)oiiltj ~vliicil xr t~s the-!.c::fi.cr 
linown as " Caii~l)   COX:^." It Y ~ : I " C ~ V C ~  i!:is li:~1110 Proiil 

tile fact, tl;nt 011 t i lrtk nigllt the 0x15 r:?.tiont; Sssri~~l 
, "-7 . . 

WCTC ears of  corn. .e.'llo arm1 co::ti::uod r\io\.iljji 111 

thl, ciircction of Sc~zth-wc.;'iciil Vj~gil~irt anlil aboi:t 
Dcccll~l)er Fh, n-lrcn it li;~:l :~rrirei! n t  n poilit witllin 

five rides of Itog::crsvl!li\, Teii:ic:ssce, ai;i. sixty iniies 
Srolil Plnosviile. At illis pcl:ii, acC; in i:,s vicinity, a 

halt wns nincie nl~til tilc morning ::f t ho  14th Do- 
con:ber. 

X 3  ikTTlCdX3 O 8- THS r*= AX'S STle'A9-' l i<PN.  

JTllilc it wn,; ~ e t  c!;trk on t1:o ~lioi.nin;< oi-' tllc Idth, 
khs men Tycru aronsccl from tlroir wet W~tuliets a id 
o~dcreil to “Mil i:~." It Zlnd. been wim'r, is called 

falling mca'rbcr th:? mhcls. night. Tl~cre ;r-oro 110 tcilts 

in tlro Ecgimcnt, aucl eacll soldier was vet, and unro- 

fi.e:jhc~l by ~vl~oloso~nc s,nmbor. Tlje slo~v, stcntly 

rain con'cir;ucd thro:lgi;ont tho d:~~----nncl so clld $110 
march. Pa t i e~ t ly  tho  troops rct;raccil their stops 
Lowzrd's "Bean's Stai,ionw-anlile deep in mzd anci 

inclining their !leads to  the rain as it foll. There mas 
but one halt, :ind illat \ras !or a half hour at  "Camp 
Cox," mliich was rencl;sd n b o ~ t  1 P. 31. 80 gre:~t 

was tho discon~lort ;LLI(~ so uarc;rnIiling tho n l a ~ c i ~ ,  
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that there was but little talking in the ranks ; ttlmost 
the only sounds andil)lc were tlie thumping of can- 
teens, the steady tramping of tlie men, and the cease- 
less falling of tlie mill. A more dismal day, or a 
condition more unconlfortable aacl forlorn can scarcely 
be conceived : blankets, wet and heavy--clothes, ditto; 
stoninchs, empty--1lal-ersacks, ditto ; no sz~n i n  the 
I~cave~zs-no Ortcon in tic(, Cb?n?~ziaonuj; the temperature 
cold nncl penetrating, and no time to build fires to 
warm or dry by. Sucll are a fern of the features of 

the situ a t ' ion. 
Tho monotony of the march was unbroken until 

about 3:, P. M ,  when a commotion was obselvable 
a t  the heacl of the column. Soon the troops were 
brought to a halt, ant1 the order issued to exailline 
ammunition, fire off pieces and reload. Then fol- 
lowed a popping of caps anti an irregular fire. These 
preliminaries of an engagement being clispatchecl, the 
march was resualeil. Gut a short tirile had e1:~psed 
before a skirmish fire was l~enrd aheacl ; theii, tlie , 
Brigade mas forlrled in Iiiie of battle, after wllicl~ came 
the command, "Forwartl !-- guide ccnter !" Affairs were 
rapidly assuming a serious aspect. A branch was 
encounterecl and crohsed. While passing through 
this branch the water \ms knocked up by balls, which 
were rapidly growing more frequent in their flying 
visits. The stream 1l;wing been forcletl, a hill was , 

ascended, and an orchard traversed. Tlle balls had 
now begun to show some "method in their madness," 
and, ever and anon, n soldier threw up  his arms and 
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fell silently back, expiring with face upturned towards 
the weeping Heavens. Having reached the verge of 
the orchard, we saw before us, clistant about three- 

\\ quarters of a mile, the brick hotel and wooden o ~ ~ t -  
i$ 
U houses of "Bean's Station." An open field lay before 

1 
us, unenlivened by tree, stump, fence, or mound--with 
nothing that would screen yielding flesh and musclo 
from remorseless lead and iron--not even a corn-stalk! 

r A gradual declivity, commencing at our point of 

I observation, terminated at the Station. Immediately 
beyond the Station mas a ridge, upon which the 
enemy had planted a line of battle of artillery, which 
coinmailcled every foot of the ground over which our 

I 
line was to advance E'ronn the windows of the brick 
hotel, ancl from behind the outhouses, fences, rocks 
and trees in its vicinity, an occasional flash and puff 
of smoke indicated the presence of an enemy more to 
be dreaded, though less noisy in its fatal work, than 
the enemy uloon the ridge. T o  ccclva7zce seemed 

h almost certain death; to ?*ctt8eut was a certain advance 

L towards chains and slavery. The clectioil of the 
former of these alternatives was made without hesita- 
tion. There was no halt--the line moved steaciily 
forward. The balls flew thicker and with increasing 

i precision. Anon, the artillery opened from the ridge, 
and full in our faces hurled its bursting entrails and 
deafening thunder. But the Confederate line, una- 
bashed, bore resolutely onward. 

I 
A quarter of a mile being @tined, the conlmand 

" Halt !--lie down ! " was given, and mother Earth, all 



! risI'o1; !' OY r~x~, :  

m,i(l(ly :Llld, l ~ ~ ~ s c ~ ! ~ l i l ~ y  ;ts >k!lc T\-~s,  v;&S ~IC>\-(;Y ~::~{;~;(:d 
rriorc: c]:lr;i:ly licr r-:olii;. Y'ilIs C~IIF)Y;LCO, Ii~\!;~i'i'~r, 
lyi~s ~ ) l ~ i c ~ f  . - ~ ~ l c  l>cy.;i Gf fii(;ilc?:; I I ~ L ~ , ~ ; ~  p i l ~ t  : ill<> h l ( >  \\';iS 

ol.dcro(l to nlove !'om-;:rd. !V!rc 11:i.n YOKC pr;)llll)tly I L ~  

tile jlrorcl ancl :ttl\-:l~j(:<:tl r;~l)iclly :L cjn:lrtci. of  :i lililo 
further; a seconcl f.inio t.:crie tilo o~clc~ ' ,  'clL;tlt! ! i ~  
doTp-n ! " 11:ilt -ti7n.; bricifcr t1l:l.n tlie last. IVo 

noTjr \yit!lin easy r:bngc 01' il;c c~rlc~~:iy's i~~Ert~lt;:j~, 

in the illidzt (if : ~ 1 1  open ficld. 1::stcacI sf o:.i.tisini~al 

puffs cf ~nlol:c frnnl t l ~ c  ~viutloms or tho li:,i::!i !lotel, 
tlltrc p ( ;~~rcd  ior.ill fro111 :L conkinnous :d!.::nlt~ of 

flame. Tbc rain Scl! -c-ithoub censinl,r---tlle n.i!i(l 1:lcrn 
c i l l i l .  Tlre ila:~c',i; of l!.ni:~bcrs of tiio i x ~ n  i)::(x:~ll~ 

SO numb from ~(j l t l ,  tl:::t tllo? -c;-c>l3c ni1;~!)1(\ to lil:u?ii:n- 

stable caught on fire, aiitl the rrd fl:::;lc:; l ( ~ ~ ~ , i ? l g  
Iicnren~v-nrd cast n b:tl<!Cii! 1i;;li t nt>o:l tl::. sci:-llc. T!lc 
secon(1 ll:~lt, 1 snj-, v:as !!~ici'tr bllnn tho first-tllcre 

onsly i71e Th'L?gilil(>llb SpI':l,lj:; t,o i ts fed,  ~ 1 1 ~ 1  ~ritlr  :I 
c!lecr, ruslled for thct n~1o:le3 ont!~onscu sn~rou~:!c!il!g 

the hotel. The clicllly m:de tlic best of tlle oppor- 
tunit:y :t,ffo~cicd t.!loln for tlic e rc~c iso  of tlicir :lli:~:.!is- 

maiisl~ii? dnl.ini; illis film1 c!I:I~~;c. TJlc 1)laiil ovcr 
n-liich \ ~ . , - c  h : ~ l  i~tl~t~~l(:c;l  \.;as clottoil Ilcro :~r!c! tiicra 

~vitlr tlic p~or,ir:i,tc lorill:; of t l ~ c  fa,llcn, gro~ving illore 
nmuerous t'llc I~c:L~(:Y f,llo 110tcl. Tl10 I V O O C ~ C ~ ~  (:11t- 
hoilses bcii::; ~caulli:c!, :L fcclili;; 01 s~clli.ii,y 
t l : ~  Ee;:ii~icnt ; I)ut tllis f t ~ l i l l ~  \\-:is of ~ l l ~ y t  cll~rntiOn. 
TVO wcro soon a;lmoi;isllcil by LL sllell cl~ic!l i,;ls:;cd 

-.? % 



S~YLIE'J'H AI,Ai13A>I,L KdGIA~T~R~l'. 

t21ro~ig11 tlie top 01 tllcl !)nilding unclcr which ~ v c  llad 
takcu silelter, cor?,i:1g iro~ll one of o ~ r  o~v~rll batteries 

1 stutioncd in OUY war, that t2le II'legibnent lilicl t ~ ~ i ~ a n c e d  

fire of botll sicks. Tllo colors 3 f  tho l leg i l~~cat  were 

prominen~ly ilispl:?,~ ec1 to avrcst tile atten?-ion aAld firs 

1 of the nrtillt-xy-bilk to no purpose. A secor~ci :,hot 
calilo lower than the filst --nilc?, t l~r~: ,  3, tl:iTd, ra1:;;iug 
a1,ou-t three f e d  iron1 tlie ~rom:tl, 1: 11 i d o  tE,e midst of 

a group of n:~n, hlllinl; bno, (tmd c~liting ofl' 1110 cont- 
t:~il of a liiical-en:~nt of Co. P). 8t~iug;  lllut illore was 

no other rncsrls oY putiillg a s t ~ p  to thbir mistlirectcd 
fire, a rnesscnher was di:ijJaichcal to  thc battery to 
appiisc t!re:~i of tlicti~. ruinoils mis:aLe. 'Pile 11:cssen- 

ger, quitii-ig ttiio sl:eltcr of tile llcins~s, illnclc tho 
perilous trip across the ball-sn cpt phiu : ~ t  a clouble- 
ciuiclr, s l ~ d  reached the battery just :LS the matches 

were bcing applicd for a fat:uth brorcL1sick i11i.o our 
desloted ranlrs. Speecllless from rapicl I unnlng, he 

succeecled ~vith soillo diiEculCy in nrreaiir;g the firs 
by his gt2sturcs. Tlle ar t i l le~j  Illen, ~1110 liad bean in 

big11 glee on :~ccount of tlie esecn?ion Uicy imaginecl 
they nTere cloill~ in illc l'adis of the eneniy, mcm cor- 
resl201l~Iingly chng~;nec~ on bclin;: info~nlccl of their 

The engagement terrninafccl aftcr thc chn~ge of t!le 
60111 Alnbam:t Eegiment. T41c enemy, h:~stily %band- 

oning thcir p;sitiol~, betook .the~ilsclves to fliglit ; and 
nigilt renclling don a, snr,tchctl fr.om Ollc Coniede~tltcs 
tlie lruits of their well-enrnetl ~ i o t o ~ y .  



Tlie survivors of the Regiment bivouaclced on the 
very spot at ~vllicll tlieir chargo had terminated ; the 
~vounded were carried to the temporary field-hospital 
by tlle litter corps; and the dead lay as tlley fell, 
" sleeping that sleep which knows not breakingn--their 
frigid hands still clasping their guns, their lifeless 
locks, scattered rudely by tlle night wind, and tlieir 
pallid faces drenclled and beaten by the rain-drops! 

Better far, to have slept that sleep upon tllat .rude 
and comfortless couch, exposed to tlic rigor of tho 
elements, than to have lived the heart-brolien specta- 
tors of their country's llelpless woe and their country- 
men's disllonor ! 

Thus ended tlle "Battle of Bean's Station." In  this 
affair the negiment lost cigllty-three in killed and 
wounded-twenty-seven of that nuiliber killed or mor- 
tally wounded. This loss was probably niore than 
the aggregate loss of the remainder of the troops 
engaged, and is conclusive evidence of the fact that 
the regiment bore the brunt of this spirited engage- 
ment. I shoulcl not omit to lilention as an incident of 
this battle, that Gen. Gnhcr~ received a sligllt but 
exceedingly annoying mound on the point of llis left 
elbow, which cloprived his Brigado of his invaluable 
presence during the reiliainder of the campaign. 

After two days spent in the vicinity of Beall" Sta- 
tion, the commaiiil crossed the Holston river and 

moved to Morristown. At this place, tvllich was on 
the East Tennessee (t Virginia Rail Boact, about forty 
miles from Knoxville, the army remainecl about four 
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weeks. This time was occupied mainly in buildiug 
winter-quarters. The cold cluring this period was 
intense, ancl blanlrets, clothing, and cotnmissaries, 
scarce. The suffering of TTTASHIXGTOX'S army at Valley 
Forge, if it equalled, certainly clid not excecd that 
of LOWGSTILEET'S army, while located at this place. 
Nany of the men weyo disabled by frost-bitten feet, 
Having no shoes, they would go forth to duty on the 
snow and frozen ground, barefooted or with tent-cloth 
tiecl aronnd their bleeding feet. 

I t  will, perhaps, be remembered by the infantry that 
during this stay at Morristown the cavalry were kept . 
well up to the front by Gen. IJONGSTI~EET, and wero 
allnost claily engaged in sharp encounters with the 
enemy. The infantry of GRA~IE'S Brigade wero 
carried out on but one occasion, when, conling in con- 
tact with a bocly of Federal ca~alry, they dispersecl it 
without firing a gun except from the skirmish line, 
and returned to camp. 

The Regiment will recollect what labor the winter 
quarters at Morristo~vn cost--how they went out 
.through tho snow to cut the timber ancl rive the 
boards--ancl how with boiling water they mixed up 
the frozen earth mith which to daub them. They will 
remember how comfortably they felt tlie first night 
they slept in the rude huts which had risen up under 
their hands, and how pleasant to their ears was the 
sound of the night-mind without and the soft patter- 
ing of the snow upon the boards overhead. But all 
this comfort, procured at such an outlay of labor in 



The llouser-; b;~(: X;ocli oonrple%otl  it lnorc i l~:~u llireo 
&LYE, W;~CU the o r i l :~  to II~C)VO \ J ~ : L S  ~ C C ~ ~ V O I I ,  ;LII(Z t h  I 
c o ~ i m l : ' ~ ~ ~ ~  ul:~yc~ic(i fovt,jl 07qer tile silo-,v :L I~~I  fr~zon [,-/,I 
gi.on-llt1, c:~si,iug ::1t o t ~ t s ~ t  IH;!113' :L litlg::c:ring i o d c  

bc!!iiid. TO :uiy I)ni solilicrj: this \\.0.11~1 l i ; t ~ ~  I)cc:11 :L 
gi.ic;von:; t r j ~ l ;  b71t tl;o sc,l;lier is i~iu:ecl t:) S U C ~ ~  

clo:;f;cs~-- it is 11;s fat(: to bc: 11lovc:tl jtl\~ti~'iablj' just 

hc gc!s I?im:;~:!k' eoi~~fortnl )liy (1n:~rtcrciJ. 
Il:milridgi:, :L pi::tu~arsq~~c: ~i;l:l.ge on tlic Pcu~ ic l~  

ZronG j,ivcr, n-:Ls: {llc ncs? ;)()in& ro::clict?. i\ Il;h!t il;iLS 

\ nl:iclc h:ire ulitil tlli: o.\ cili:lg ol "cic 23111 of Ja~in:l.ry, 
8 P8(;4. On this  c~-cili~lg t!lc t i -oop~ were p~:t in motion 

by Wivirjio~ Coni~!lander, 5:i.i;. Ciz!n. EP'~~;;;:IIIOI) JOIIWS!)N, 
i 

I 1 I 1 1 . At tlrt: poiut 

I at  which t l ~ c  Ic.i.ili~:g t'oolr yl;lce ti:o,c T:;:cro t > ~ ~ o  islancis 

d c1ividil:g ttix river illlo t !wc  i)~:~1i~llts.  J~:LcT~ of t2lese 

I:ranc!lc.:; ::-as fro111 sc~\ .ont~-f i~-c  to cno Ilu:!,11.cd j-;?riis 

witle. Tllcl: \vi~ter TI-LLS ~rai>;t iii:c'p, :11!(1 t l ic 'cnrrc~~t  
s~jl'i:. In orc!cr to 1 i ( ~ ~ ~ l ~  f1o111 bci:l;; n-z~sIic(7 c~oI\-:I, the 
men crosse(1 t:.u :il~o::iit ,  tlins li:jlrli:!g eec11 other 
snl);)ort. S O ~ V  it~~-,t,:~:(~ii~g i:iis p t ~ ~ ~ ~ t i ~ ~ l ,  SOIIIO of a 4 
tho iilcn \ ~ c r c  tril~j:('cl 192 auil ~ ~ ~ l ' r i n ( i  (lox 1' b ~ -  the 
c i ~ ~ ~ c n t .  Of tLix ~ ~ i ! l l ~ ( ~ ~  1 ~ ~ : ~ s  c~nt: li'r(1e Ec~llo~v ~ v i t l ~  a 

big kitaps:tck, n l : ~ ,  ;is 110 flontcil tLo*,\l~ !iicabiil,q :11icI 
padtl'lirig wit11 k;i:~l>~acli a l ) ~ ~  o n atcr, looked i cry 

lrlncll Illicl a In~-:;cl t c~~* : t~ : iu  nmlcr ful! ilc:tdrvny. He 
was ~ C ~ ( ~ I X ~ C I ,  lioi\ cver, :;nd a Ia~~cliag n.ns s:il!ll,y 
effectecl ly tho (~n~llll:~ll(t  011 ill(\ L ' ~ t l . : l ~ c ~  sl1o1.e. 

8c:~rccly 11nd the furcli~i:: beell ac.co~~q~lisliccl wlicil 



firing IS;,LS b c n ~ d  :~l:ct.,d. Tho 231 I~nltalion of Aln- 
b:~n1:6 S:;;~~.p-shoutcrs was dcp!oj.etl forwii,rd as skir- 
mishcru, :1:1(71 440011 capie i;l eoritnct ~ v i  ill p:tr.ty of 
66- sl~c~;-c;,c&eru" (I)L::~~:--~X~~:L~;~<I>XL~;) au:I W,:nkec ~t:oa;ts. 

d brisli ~liin11i:;ll CI~SIICL~,  w1:ii:tl T C S U ~ ~ C ( ~  in n h:~i;tp 

OGH Y, 01i11ci it1 t i ~ c  abiiciileu, 
r s v  a,!(; eonmu rtct c ~ ~ c * L L J ~ ~ ) L ' I ~  ili:~L !~i:~llL alltl the fc;llo~?r- 

ills next munling nns ie ,~mc~l  zilcl 1110vcd I~aclr 
t o ~ ~ ~ a ~ c l s  1)andlid:;e over tlic surue roncl i t  11ad Lraielecl 

tllo day boloxe. Thc: c>,.nq~ on the "Frc1:ch B3ro:i(I," 

wlllull !1:~d beerr occnpicil tile o~;cl;i 3:; t~Pter thc jii.r.tii:i;g, 

\tv.rrio~, ~vl:o, 
"----\\-it11 t\\-ico t c i l  t : r o ~ ~ s . l i ; d  1110i1. 

lL:~ici~cc[ 11p t11c h i l l  : I I I ~  11r~~r1  I I I : I I < ~ ~ ~ I Y ~  ( I<I \~I I  :I;:;I~I~." 

'T1l:c s o r t  morai~lg n.:m occapiccl in i'crrjing the 
conlrn:zlici across tlre river in Tllc old camp 

at Uandriclgo vas ~~e-occ:q>icd and i.etaincc1 sevcs~~l  

days. 
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Tlie next movement was to Brabson's Ferry. Tlie 
halt a t  this place will be rcmenibered ~nainly on ac- 
count of the intensity of the cold, tllc crowcled char- 
acter of the encampnient, and tile consequent almost 
insupportable amount of snlol~e with tvllich the atmos- 
pllere was fiilc~l. I t  inay not be anliss to mention an 
inciclent wllicli occurred here, and which afforded the 
Iteginlcnt sonie amusement at  tlie time. 

The g~~ard-quarters  of the Begimont, it mill be 
recollected, were immediately on tho roadside. Lieut. 

G-, tvllo was officer of the guard on this occasion, 
I 

had just returned from a long f~~rlougli,  and conse- I 

queiltly was not very familiar with the pet:\on~cZ of 
our Division Commander, Gen. CUSIIEOD JOIINSON. 
The General, ~vith his staff, was ricling by, and observ- 
ing that the guard was not turned out, callcd in a 
stern voice for tlie officer of tlle guard. Lieut. G--- 

being informed who the General was, llastily formed 
the guard and brought them to a "preseni." Tho 
General iilquired t l ~ e  cause of the Lieutenant's tardi- 
ness, to  wliicl~ he replied that Ire did not linow T ~ B O  he  
(the General) was. "TTTcll, sir," said the son of Mars, 
" it was your duty to h a ~ w  known ;" and having tlius 
delivered himself, passetl on. The Lientenant did not 
recover from his surprise and confusion for some 
moments, wllen he disnlissecl the guard, anrl remarked, 
after that matter-of-fact style for which he was noted. 
"Vell,  boys, I always knew that a man coulcl not 
plead ignorance of the law, but it had never occurred 
to me that a solilier was conclusively presurncd to 
know his divisiou comn~nnder." 



SIXTIETH A L L ~ B A ~ I A  ILEG11MENT. 41 

From I3rahson's Ferry, the command was moved to 
"Lick Creelr," passing on its march to the latter place 
the old camp at Dandridge, and occupying it the first 
night. In  the vicinity of "Lick Creek" a halt of 

I 
I : several weeks was made. The time was spcnhnlostly 

in r i l i n g .  One of the most memorable incidents of 
this time was the building of a bridge across Lick 
Creek, and the passa~ge of the troops thereon at night. 

. 1 
I 1 

A day and night of greater physical discomfort has 
selclonl been endured than was tlle day and night of 
this passage. The rain fell during the whole day, 
and the wind mas colt1 and penetrnti~lg. Tl,c troops 

stoocl in nnlud anlrle deep for quite tvo hours, n-aiting 
the passage of the artillery. Their suff'eriinlg during 
this tima is indescribable, Though the comrnand was 
put in mot,ion early in the inoraing at a point not 
more than three nnliles distant frorn the bridge, the 
passage a was not efl'ectecl unbil after midnight. The 

i discomfort of the troops while actually crossing, was 
1 .? heightened by the insecurity of the bridge, both ends 

of wllich were covered by the s~vollen stream. So 
badly -\Irere the different con~rnands scattered during 
the nigl~t, that stragglers were coming in to a late 
llonr on the succeeding day. I t  is only necessary to 
xuention the crossing of Eicli Creeli to bring it vividly 

r 
i" before the mind of each soliiicr d o  participated in 

1 its llnrcl~llips. 

, Shortly after this crossing there occurred onc of tlle 
' I  most cretliti~ble events in t l ~ e  history of the Rcgi- 

niellt--ilrc 7.e-c:disOirc~~l oj' lice t;oops J b 1 .  ilic: zcui.. Tile 
4 

I 
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was the last night spent by the command on the soil 
r of Tennessee-that soil which had been crimsoned 

Y 

with much of the best blood of the Itegiment, and in 
' 

whose capacious embrace lay tlie mortal remains of 
'' 

sudl nuelhers of its fallen mombers! This point of 
time may, also, be fitly takon as the terminus of 
"LOSGS~I~EET'S -Winter Ca~npaign in East Tennessee ;" 
though the active operations of this campaign ended 
~vith the crossing of Licli Creelr, or, perhaps, at  an 
earlier period ellan that. 

lTT1l(~ll me take illto consideratiolz the rigorous char- 
acter of the climate ; the fact that the campaign was 
conductrtl ill mid-minter ; Lhat Geo. LO~YGSTIIEET was 
separated from* the main army, so  that he was 
dependent for food and clotlling on what ho conlcl 
glean i r o ~ n  an already thrice-ravaged country; that 
the command was constantly on the move, so that it 
was illil~ossible to build and occupy minter-quarters ; 
d e n  we look back at  the marches by day and by 
aight, throngh nlud, snow, ice, sleet, rain ; tho fording 

' of strcarns, especialty that of the French Broad, in 
I 
, the month of Janl~ary;  the snow-white plains of 

JIorris:own, stained wit11 the blood of craclicd and 
sxollcn fee t ;  tlie fighting at  J3can's Station, Knos- 
ville :~nd oi l~er  p l i t ce s ; - -~ l~en  we regard all these 
i::tcts mi! incidents, and the m:.,ilncr in nrllich they 
were r;ubmlttod to, i t  may be safely asserteil, that the 
annali of m:erlal>c l~rcscnt few, if any, px~rdlels with 
illis c:~rnp;lign in point of hartIslliy, ailil that tlle 
Itclroic enclurnnre of the troops wa,s never surpassed ! 
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ONLY one night was spent at Dristol. At dawn of 

the next day the troops were put in l~ot iou ,  and by 
3 P. M. in the afternoon had rcaclled the mcient 

C' 
I village of Abingclon, Va. Here n halt of about a 

week was macle. Tlle encanipn~ent at  this place Tvna 

one of the most p1eas:~nt and beautiful ever occc~piecl 
I 

by the co~nmaild ; it ~vits in the nlictst of a grove of 
nlajestic oaks. All who were then prcsent will readily 
call to mind this stately grove, ancl, the picturesque 
town of Abingtlon. (Abingclon is one of the niost 

"g 

ancient towns of the Old Dominion, an(1 bears upon 
1 its exterior many of the nlar1;s of honor,zblc ngc.) 
\ On tlle 26th clay of April, 1864, tho troops were 
i placed aboarcl tlie cars nt Abiiig(lon, and trnnsport~il i, 

via Lynchburg to Richlnond, arriving at that city on 
the 28 th. In tlle ricinity of l<ichniond the conlmnncl 
remdned until the 6th of Nay, first a t  "Camp Lee," 

I 

and then, about fire nlilcs from tho city on the " Xe- 
chanics~~ille Pilie." The citizcns of I)Li(~ll~~:oncl, cspe- 
cially tlle l;idirs, - a r e  Ciaai.~r's ibigndo cordi;ll 71 

# 

grechings on its frcqnent m:~rc l~cs  nnci counter-lunrclics 

I tliro11gl~11 tlie caity. Tllc. 13li:;:~~io 1)oi.e vjsiijle tolccns o f  
the rongilness of the ca:llpaig:l :hroilgll ~vllich it had 

I 
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[i t just passed. Many of the men were hatless. The 

; matrons and misses brougllt fork11 the cast-off bearers 
of their dainty lords and pa-pa's, and bestowed them 

upon those whose heads were uncovered. The recip- 

7 ients of these unmilitary head-pieces were greeted as 

. i 
they passed along with the peremptory order-"Come 

i out of that bee-gum, now ! You need n't say you are 
not thar, for I see your feet a wiggling !" kc. Pro- 

) visions, also, were brought out in waiters, and disag- 
pearecl as rapidly as snon--flakes on a river. The men 
of @sacx~'s Brigade will never forget these demon- 
strations of synlpathy and gratitutle made by the 
ladies of Itichmond on their frequent marches and 
counter - marches throug41 the city. The highest 

reward of mavly merit (on earth) is wornan's smile. 

.-f 'The soldier, fighting in his country's cause, deserves 
and can appreciate that reward; but the craven who 
woulcl not strike for his native heath, does not merit, 
and is not gifted with the capacity to appreciate this 

- T , ichcst boon of the patriot ; he is a foul, unnatural 
1 nonster, (Z?~stis ~zaturn~), meriting rather woman's 

kb? I 
1 oatlling, and too much honored, sliould he be per- 

nitted to be hewer of wood and drawer of water for 
i qaliant men. 

, On the 6th of May an order was receivccl to move 
o Urewry's Bluff. This order was in consccyuence of 
he arrival of EUTI,EI~'S fleet at C C ~ I Z I I I C ~ ~  Hundred. 

( The cornnlancl was at  once marched from the c:1111p \ on ilre " BIrchnniasrille Pilie" to itichmond, placed 

on board stealllers. a ~ l d  tra11snr3~ted to Dremrv's Bli~i'f. 
1 



Tho trip by water froln rLicllrnonil to Drewry's Dlnff 
was full of novelty and intertlst for troops -\vho had 
served during the last two ycars for the ~ilost part in 
the mo~xntains of East Tennessee. A s l~or t  ml~ilo 

'e inen before sunset, the Eluff was rcaclleil arid tl. 
landed. After a brief halt, tlle coinmand was forr~lcd 

and marched about two miles through mooils and 
darliness, and placecl in position at  tz point on wllich i 

it was anticipated that the enelny ~voul(1 adv:tnce tho 
next morning. This point mas outside the arc of 
breastworks ancl batteries 1\4iicll encircled 7lre~vrj's 
Bluff on the land side. Our coi~iiuancl was espectccl 

to Lengage tlle enerny on their approach, a i d  fall 
slonrly back to tlle line of fortificatiolls. Tlle men, 

fatigued and sleepy, wrapped their blsnkets nrouncl 
them and laid. themselves clown beside their gnns, 
awaiting the conling of the morning and tho encmy. 
The morning came, bnt brought no foe; and the 
troops were niarched within the T V O ~ ~ ~ S  and placccl in 
very comfortable cluartcrs. 

No colliaioll mas had with tlle ei~ciny until tlle 9tl. i. 

~~-1len slight skirniislling and nlucli nlanrcuvering a t  1 

double-quick mas gone through wit11 by a portiou c I 

the com~nand. On the loth, tlie whole comnlnn( 
movccl out some distance for a ?~ec.j~z?loi.;cc?zcc iiz , f i ) r . c a  
a id ,  coming in contact with the cXnca~y in supcric 

nl~wl)ors, retamcd to its position miillin the nlain line ( 1 
dclonse. This m:~s  a rt:ry fatigueing clay, thc IIP:I 
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occasion ; but no lives mere lost. Some severe 
fighting was clone during the day by other troops. 

From the 10th until tlle night of the l l t h ,  the 
utmost vigilance was exercised, an attaclr being 

immilient at  any time. The nien were kept clay and 

night in line of battle behind tlie works. On the 
evening of the llt21, the command was moved out 
about a quarter of a mile and halted in the road. 

While halting in this position, a cloud in passing over 
emptied its contents upon our heads. At darlc, fires 
were built and preparations made lor spendillg the 
 light. Just as tllc llorsos of the field-officers were 

unsailcllacl and the soldiers hacl l i d  theniselves down 
on the wet gronnd for a night's repose, the familiar 

~vo:cZs, "get ready to move," passed up i ~ n d  down the 
lice. Tlie inen sprang from their darnp couches, 
hastily repacked their lcnapsaclcs, sllouldered their 

guns, fell in, alld in less than ten minutes were 
en ~ o z ~ t c  for Iii~~hmoncl. Tlie mwch was kept up 

tlrrough the nigllt. 
At dayhrcalr, the toma of Manchester-11-l-llich is 

separated f ron~ llichmond by the J~~rnes-mts reacl~ed. 
As tile troops passed t h ~ o u g l ~ ,  the dogs barked, the 
coclis clo~~ecl ,  the cows lowed, and many a n;yht- 
r q y ~ e c l  head was llastily thrust folth and as hastily 
withdrawn. li;nch ad~nnce  and retrc:~t of tllis clescrip- 
Lion I V ~ S  greeted loy a genuine Confccleratc cl!eer, 

Tlle m:rrch was contiltnet1 without a llalt over the 

briclgc h p ; ~ ~ ; l l i l i ~ ;  tllc J i ~ ~ ) l e s  ant1 connectin:; Jlanclles- 
tc?r -\viiil Ilichilio:,d, into :~11(1 I~ITOU;;!~ the cit.y of 



48 A HIH'L'OBY OF TIIE 

Richmond. RTllile passing througll tlic city, tlie occa- 

sional discliarge of artillery aliead informecl us of the 
I 

cause of our night march. Sllcridan was in tlle neigh- 
borliooii, a i d  threatening an attack monientarily. By 
the time tlie business part of tllc city llad beon tra- 
versed, and we had rcaclied a quarter occnpied by 

'L lon residences, the sun was well up and the popul. t '  
astir. We were now clieered on to (l11ty by the beau- 
tiful daughters of Iticlimoncl, singly and in groups, 
~vaiving 'kercllicfs and Confecleratc flags froiu ~vinclow, 

\ balcony or portico. Here a i d  thcro were tllc rnotlicrs, 

slid sisters, and wives of tliose alio had fallen in pre- 

I vious battles, dressed in niou~ning, ~ + i t h  strcaiiiing 
eyes, calling on Heaven to protect and bless us, and 
pointing us significantly towards tlie quartcr wlierlce 
proceedecl the sound of the enemy's cannon. This 
was a novel experience to tlie men of GI~ACIE'S Brigade. 
It is true that the memory of the absent fair mas ever 
present with them, ~vllctlier duty hurlecl tllcrn on tlio 
foe in mountain fastness or niore sanguinary plain ; 
but nevcr before had woman, on tlie eve of battle, 
filled tllem with lofty ardor by her inlmecliate pres- 
ence. They had met the eneniy lieretofore in rural i 

I 

districts, desolated by the blighting sweep of arrnies 1 
~ ~ l i i c l l  had left in its track nothing of mornan and her 

! lo~eliness ; when they fell, they 11x1 died whcrc~ t1ic.y 
H fell on tlle ficlcl of battle, exposed to tllc clenlcnts, or 

in  mde 1iospit:~ls. Eu t  now the situation was clifkrent. 
Tlle scclnc of conflict n :L!; to be 011 tlit: ontslcirts of 
pop~1lous city-:& city noted for d l  that is t ~ n e  and  Z 

i 



beautiful in woman and great in man-a city, the seat 
of government of their struggling country-a city, that 
had already been consecrated by the blood of thous- 
ands shed in its defense. All this was not lost upon 
the troops. Notm~ithstanding they hail marcllecl during 
the entire night, their step was brisk and elastic, and 
the display of a Confederate fl:~g from window or bal- 
cony never failed to elicit a cheer. 

When the line of fortifications on the outskirts 
of tile city had been rezzched, the coznnland was 
halted for a short while, after which it was moved 
to the left some distance. Hi~lting again, the Brig- 
ade mas formed in line of battle, with a piece of artil- 
lery placed in the interval bct~veen each Iiegiment. 
Then came the command "For~vard!" and the line 
moved over tlie field to mcet the foe. I t  was 
remarlred by tile various citj battalions and com- 
panies which remained behinc! in the works, that they 
never beheld anything finer than this forward move- 
ment in line of battle of G~IACIE'S Brigade. An open 
field was crossed in this manner. On reaching the 
woocls beyond, the enemy made their presence known 
by shells which cut down the bows of trees above 
our heads ; but, fortunately, ~vithout inflicting much 
dam;~ge. The forest was penetrated about half a mile, 
the enemy keeping up a brisk skirmish and artillery 
fire. During this time a heavy shower of rain fell, 
thoroughly wetting the troops. At length, SHERIDAN 
evincing a determination to reject the proffer of battle, 
tlle Brigade was slowly withdrawn and placed within 

5 



-Lllc wo~l<s, (::;11011g tllak ~:VI:IIJ<:Y 1 111;;:y xi<*z:L.joi~ C?!:iji- 

cellor T<\'acla I<eges of itl,~l~ar:;:~, i l~c l i  I\_:-;;.~s!~:.:LI~ At- 

I torney G c n ~ r a l  of ilio iYJo;~i'~~ic~:~to St:) !.(.::). ?7ig;lit 
I 

cnlile iiilali;~, nlli-k G:o t r o o ~ , ~ ,  ~x-cra st:fii:ri:ti ;;o io 

camp. '.llha hlitllli~{s Z:IL~ ~1oil;iii;; oi tll(> JIl('11 TYC'Ye 
. . 

a!mosh tho~oughly svc'i, ihc ;;.~oliil(! -\:,-as ili :?, c:lll~l.- 

lur condition; bnl; it did not recluire :L c~onch of t i r . ! ~  

t l o l l : ~ ~  to  indnco slumber to the cyclidf: of icon, 11-110, for 
L '  b l l l ~ h y - ~ i ~  ll~ill'3, 1lL~d llll~Y(?!:~d il l~( '~f:: l~:<?~. 

This cnnlp was retained u ~ l l l l  U; t :  ~.\.chil;g of I:je I:jil,jt 
1 

~vheil the coiilnlanct svnFi inocecl l:j11~ 11! i l t k ~  to ar poillt 

near the "J!ccilnaicsvil!i? Pikc." i\ l:cn~-y r::iil drel;c.!l- 
ed the nlcn jnst a; $!ley more ::si:~L!i,.:lli~! : r  il~~;u!:cl\-~:; 

h 
! 
1 a t  .this point for tile r:lt;::t. Sllo~ily ;~fi::i. il:t-r!i, whc:c 
I; I those not on dnty 11:~~l !a,icl tlieli!!st.ivcis c!:.)ss-:l ?o :;!!:r'13, 

carrle t'llo c;.c.:ol*, " (.id 1,cac'i;r to illr;:.c:." 'Yl~e cculllln211 
Y; 

1 
was 1xo11!pi!~i fov;~!cc", :~:!(l 11::~ ~ : ? l c ' ( l  t~ I:icl L1~lol:cj, 1 

tllrongh the ciij, nncl :lcl:c;n:; tlic r i l -~y  to illc t 0 ~ ~ 1 1  of 

illanctllestm, re:~cllil~g tli:~t ~!:Lc:: abont; t ~ ~ o  l lou r~  



t 

i 
doi 

'jIcfore ;l iLy ,  alld lmltillg on tl1e si:lr:-mall.: nl~kil mnr~ing .  
TIlc p o d  citixells c?[ >i;h!lollc:si,i:i. - \ ~ c : ~ o  ~ : o t  xi;a.rklecf un 

this OCC:LS~O~, a:; tJt:lic:y !lad Locu t'l1.e nt:lioi.niiig of ihe 
42j21 ; tbc iroopx i<~-o;:o {oo il:llt:ll ~ab:1ll~d b ~ '  ail:-3l.o 
c;Lmp;zigl;niug :lud 10::s of :;lo@p "i o~?ln!ic nritt31 ~ o i ~ i ~ .  
A Eihork Tr~]ljli? nli,cy ii:bSljyca]i t!lrp u!:,<i.cil v8.s Y C S I ~ I ~ I ~ ~ ~ ,  

;iud col:tinni::l, ~ r i t h  i:cc;~.sioilnl Lu!k of an hour or SO,  

?-until tile elr;sc' of &y. Tllc ~:i;\rch ?::!is c l : ? ~  YK).,~ by a' 
Ponncj[.-abouI, -\r:)xl ;LI!LI teiulin:ii;i:il at ""D;.c;~~;cy':; E1.n!En 
Here {ol;11(7L a ccj:?siiie;-:~i,lc co:.::;rc q~kion  of troops, 
un(ler k l ~ r :  c9iijill;tl~d ol &>E. ~ lL i~ i ;7 :~ : , j : i , ,  and it i 'CLFi  

~vcl: u ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ . s t o o ~ l ,  ti?:lt an :~ttac': -,vx"uio :11:lUde on 

;I>;r~.ei; :ct 2x1 cavly hcnr. Tilo enc;;;:! I::~il Iron 'all- 
]islied tllcir licc c!osc ni3 to (:#:I.;::.;, exnd :L I:ea\y 5rc OE 
j?iik!;ets and sharp-sliooters W;LS going on dny z ~ r ~ : l  

.;icrht. ', Tflc comma;ld. ivcllt i ~ l o  eznq7 ai:(d reniainc!I 
st:lfionary uutil the rnc~ning of tho 1Gtl1, espcctiiig;, 
2nd in reafiil;e;s, to aii~mzce to the ellargo at ?brig 
xuomcnt. rlt len:;tl17 031 t ho  11igii.h of tlro 1 fith, il; becaliio 

cert:aiil tllni; :ul attack ~roa?d bi? 11lndo nc li31~ enemg's 

lily: early the ncxl 1r;o::ling. E;ic!l mall was s~~ppiied 
ovor night, with sixty r o i ~ ~ i d ~  of animnai'iion, mil every 

thing gotten in re;dincsa lor a lormavd mc;\cnlcrk a'; 

dawn. 

7t3,4TTLSI> On1 H)7&EVVBtY'M P3LUBi'P1. 

An hour Lefore (In? on tile morning of the 3GB1 of 

>Ly, ISii4, the koops were gotten n~lder n n w ,  snc1 

m~trclled slonlg and si!cntly to their n!lo'Ltctl ~msition 

for the at'cacli. Thc 111orning was depressing il: the 
extreme-damp and nlisty. Our approacll was soon 
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~ l ~ t ~ c t c t l  by tho eaerny's pickets, avilo ilischargeil :e 
fcw sllots and i.r\til.etl. T11o balls; could be clistinctly 
heard llissin~fi through bllo dense atmosphere from the 
tinlo they clenlell t l ~ u  nmsrzlcs of the guns until tliey 
reached their loclgnlent, which Tvns sometinlcs on tho 
plain in our rear, soilietiniles in tho ground in our 

front, nnil occasionally in the 1)ocl-j 01 a Confelederate 
soldier. And liow, all tht. preliminary mo~enlents had 
been conlpleted, and the line (more than a mile iiz 
lengtl*) w:~s for~lled and ready to atlrance. Just  a s  
the day was micl~:~;.l~y in its dawnjni:, the command 
"'Por~varcl!" was pror~onnc~ed in the wcll-kno~~n tones 
of tlle lion-like G1;,r( JI:, and ello wllole movecl off a s  
one man. Nothing grandor can k)e conceiver1 than 
the forward sweep of a line-of-batt[e-it is mlique, 
inca~~able  of il1~1str:~tion. An a d ~ a n c e  of but a few 
yards had been mado when a volley was received frola 
the enemy. This volley wes (as usual) responded to  
with a and a rush on the part of the Confede- 
rates. The battle now opened in enruest. A dwelling 
and ontllouses stood on the portion of the field occu- 
pied by tlle Regiment. As these buildings were 
passed in tho charge, tllo sonncl of tllo enemy's balls 
striking against them was similar to tlle noise of a 

s c ~ e r e  hail. The artillery opened, also, and lent its 
thu-nder-tones to the 11~1.1~-burly of the battle; peal 
fo l lo~v~d  peal, nncl tlle solicl earth sllook beneath 

rapiclly s~zcccecling explosions. .Amid tlla smolie and 
tumult, the Confccle~nic flag aras stcadily advanced, 

and, after an h o ~ ~ r ' s  fighting, the enerliy had been 
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driven from their entire line of works, and were 
hastily retreating. A large number of prisoners was 
captured, and multitudes of tlle enemy ~vounded and 
slain. I t  is believed, that if the movement from klre 
direction of Petersburg had been as suecessful as that 
under the immediate supervision of Gen. BEAU~EGAED 
from Drewry's BlufF, B~3utler's entire force might have 
been taken or destroyed. 

The following extract is taken from BEAUREGARD'S 
report of this battle: 

-x x- -x- x- i "Ra?;sonl moved a t  4.45 A. M., 

being somewhat delayed by a denso fog, which lasted 
several hours after damn and occasioned some embar- 
rassment. His Division consisted of the following 
Brigades in the order mentioned, comqencing Bom 
the left : Gnilc~s's, KEMPEIL'S, (commancled by Col. 
TE~~RY,) BAI~TOW'~, (under Col. FRY,) and Col. LEWIS', 
(HOKE'S old Brigade.) He  was soon eizgaged-carry- 
ing at G A. M., with some loss, the enemy's line of 
breastworks in his front, his troops nloving splendidly 
forward to tlie assault, capinring five stands of colors 
and sollie five hundred prisoners. The Brigades most 
heavily engaged were ' GR~~CIE'S ' and ' I<EMPEI~'s, ' 
opposed to the enemy's right, t i le  J o m z e ~  tz~~niwg his 

,panl;. Gen. R2i~sonx then halted to form-reported 
his loss heavy, and troops scattered by the fog, his 
ammunition short, and asked for a Brigade from tho 
reserve." 

When this halt was made, Gen. GRACIE rode up, 
amid the smolte and tumult, to the position l~elil, by 
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/I l<> (jOfl1 Ala~l> :~~) l3  l i , x ; ; i ~ i ~ t  I I ~ ,  :LI~(I < ~ i [ l p l i i l ~ ~ ~ ~ t i ~ ~ g  it ~"OY 

its igtll;ant I,( ,ln i:,g in t l ~ o  c.lr:ti C;IL> j11,,t cc,nelt~ilctl, s;~id, 
'' Y'/,P Sir/;( /( L/ll,l!(rt/~u l i ~ ~ , i ~ i t ~  > i L  7 ( C L I ,  . /> ! / (<I  r) !" 

r i  1 110 lash 01 illc> Itcgiill(>~i I\ as :~botlt i l i irty-c~~;l~i iji 

T;il!ccI :bncl. -\ro~un;i:.i?. ,fluoi::, Lii:. -v~ou~:tl(\J :vat; Zi:>nC.- 

0 .  i 1 1 r  . 1 t t l O ? l  t o  I t  1 .  'Cllo 
oil~er  B<c:;ii?~~iri:s of lilc I:rigatlitl lost 1nor1~ lii.avily, 
~ I L I C  of t i ~ o ~ i l  11a\ iiig n c1.y 11:illy c ~ t  ~1~1 .  ( C J .  
Xool,v, of th:. 43cl ,t!:~i):~~l~:t, rccac)ivc(l. a :(,\ere -\i-oniltl 

in ills nnklc, :~nd Col. ii;o:l,r;\.c, FI \LI , o i  the 5SItl1, lost 
n Itg.) 

Tllc comn~znil t Lid not :iiv:u-rcc niSc t i l t  halt nlacIc? 
by Gcn. I!, issox, n;entio,~ccl in tile loregoin;; eltract 

from Cltc.1. i>:, \ri~~a.\l:l) 'h repolt. Tile L ' C I ~ I ~ ~ ~ I I ~ C ~  01' 
k h ~  (?;IJ t3.Id. l l i ~ ~ l ;  \\ ;l> ~j>Cllt 011  ill^ j l~'1~; 01 h;l,til('. 
On iI:e folionill:; d;ij (ilic 17tlr), $!ti. re'rr,>:~tilii; foe W:LS 

follo\sctl nl) as l ' : ~  :LF; ~ I I C  ( 'HoIY~c~ KOUIP," ill t110 
vicinitj ol \~liic.ll poiut tlLo C,>IL~~I~:LIIC! I : I I I : L ~ L ( ~  111lti1 
ilia 20~h.  'P11e thrt cx t h j s  f,pclilt a t  t11k p , i ~ i o ~ l  nil1 
be remcml)cr cc! 113' tlic col~~ill:l;:tl. on accou::.t of tllo 
rapiclity :vi,Ii n ilk11 tL,y t l l ~ i t  l!ire~\ 11;) LC'\ ~ ~ a 1  lili(1s 
of ~ Y C : I S ~ - V  ,~~lLci, :~llil t~l:> P ~ O I  1110~s >,lit 11s \\ liicli n ere 

Irmlecl i*~lo o w  lj?;cs, day u11d ~ ~ i g i j t ,  1,~- illc Y L , ~ C Y ; L ~  

011 tl:c 31st day of ;li,~j-, tl:e Ihig ~ t le  was with- 
cknn 11 C: (>:I) !!;e ilt,ii;!il)cil-i~oC)(I of t1io " 2 101~:let 210uhe '' 
nilcl ~~iarc.!:cc! Lo Cliafli-1's C:L~XI, 071 tlle Xort-h s i 3 ~  of 

bl~o Snnlci. 011 tlic Ioj10~\;11g 11ici'?Li'lig, tile CiOtl~ Aln- 
bnill:~ ltcgiillci~k \v:L., tic1t:~cIit c1 f13o~l tilc iSli,;;~clc. nlld 

plc~ccc1 on C:IT~Y in t l ~ c  C ~ L J  01 Iticlillloll~I. 'Tile liei,i- 
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fi~clnt rcianained on duty iii t h o  city fi-om May 22d 
i~utii tile 19th of Jmlc follo~ving. Tho trvo calilps 

hll~n( ipally occupied dnring illis tiunc, mcre i l ~ c  camp 

in tllc fino grcxc near the Ciiy- Resdrvoi~, and tile 
C~:LIII~ i ~ ?  rear ot 0 :~k  Crovo Cclneberx. X3ocl: of thwe 
(.nlnps wore rary pleasant arid Lea1_liiS~11. T?ie ,:riard 

duty ivas hca\y, each u l a ~  boirlg ou post ~ ~ l i ~ o t ~ t  
srcr.y nigL1. T;ie 1)rincipal poiuts guardccl were tho 

":l[iibby" a d  "City" piisoils, the Britlges, anel tho 
various linilciiugs oceupied by tllc Qover~llnclzi, On 
the ~vhol-., Ilomaso., tkc ycriod spcilt 0x1 daiy in 

Bicln~loncl ~~:?.as an :lgrec~nW'l cpi~30rl.c in the eatrcer of 
/ 

, tlm Ir'Legin~em~t - ccrt;ti~~Iy preferid~le the smere cam- 

paigning ~vhieh hutl been pre~ittuslj- gone khr~ugh 
,vith. 

On tile ni:;lii of the 19th of Jrznci, the i'amilizr hut 

6 
somemllat uns; clcome or:?cr cani2, " Gei ready to 

i i~~ove." Tile taibs w-exo sll ucl;, aucl the E e g i i l ~ ~ ~ i i ,  
with considrai)!c rcgrct, PIZ~C!L~~; [  oji' fx~m i l s  pkui;anf; 
enca~ilpnlent in i b c  rear of LIic Onk Gxovc Cen:eld:.y, 

1, vas placed on Lonril ti;e cois, ;rnd trnnspo~ied lo Llio 

9 vici~i ty of 4jottoiii7s Uriclgc. A day -cvtis '~pcnt  at 
this point, the 1ne11 amusiug tllcmsdlvcs by bnaiing 
and fishing in the streanr runiuing by. On the hcconcl 

momin;. after the arriv:rl at the I'aricige, tllc conmiand 

' j was movc~l by the 1;gZlli-fIm1k to the Janles. Tho 
marell this day, on neconui or" CIle lieat and dnst, ivas 
exceedingly faligueing and unpleasant. ,kt this posilion I 

(Dcep Bottom), t ho  Ecbgimcnt remainc;l untii July Tth, 
,' doing some scvdrc clnty in 'L!~rowing UP I ~ I ' c ~ F ~ ~ - ' u v I ~ ~ - ~ ~ s  
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occasional shelling, inflicting, Ho~vever, scarcely any- 
and on picket. The Federal gunboats kept up an 

damage. 
Perhaps the most interesting occurrence at this 

point mas an animated artillery combat between 
the g~~nboats  and soTne Confederate land-batteries. ?\ 
Tlie sliells fired from these boats were of almost 
incredible size-each one was a magazine in itself. 

On striking the earth, they created an cxca~ation 
from six to ten feet in diameter and from four to iivs 
feet in depth, sufficiently capacious for tlio Lurial 
place of a platoon of men. As one passed high over 
head, it sounded very 1~1uc11 like a flock of wild geese, 
and, on exploding near at hand, tlle ~vhizzing and 
buzzing of the fragments rernii~ded one of tlic noise 
made by the spindles uf a cotton-factory in full blast. 
The land-batteries conltl llolcl no lmnd with tliese 
young cttrtli-cluakcs; they were soon ruclely boxed 
out of breath and couiltenance, ancl iuade a narrow 
escape from beiug entombed alive. 

On the 7th of July, (lame the long-anticipated order 
for the Bcgiment to 1,ejoin tlle Brigade, wllich was 
now at  Petersburg. 'l'ho Itegiiiient was relieved by 
the remnant of Bcslll:on J~HKSON'S Tennessee Brig- 
ade. This rlevoterl 1 );mil of Tennesseeans, whose 
ranks were full but a few weeks before, could now 
muster scarcely a 11mlcircd men. Their numbers had 

in ilefenso ol Petcrsbnrg and the IZich~nond Sr Peters- 

' i 
Ijcen thus rciluccd by constant fighting for weeks past , 

4 
burg Rail Road. Tlieir ball-riddled ensigns, tattered A$ 



\ Late on the evening of the 7th of July, 1864, the 
Jeneampment at Deep Bottom was broken up, and the 

line of illarch taken for Petersburg. At about mid- 
p g h t  the Jaines River was crossed a short distance 
below Drewry's Bluff, on a pontoon bridge. After 

,crossing, the march was continued, the command 
1 A 

passing over that part of the field which had been 
xcupied by it in the charge on the morning of the 

, )6th of Yay. Though it was but little after midnight 

i 
and the moon was not visible, the men at once recog- 
nized the locality at which they had so completely 

outed the foe, and ~vhich had been consecrated by so 
much precious blood. There were the breast-works 

behind which the enemy had lain and received our 
charge; there was the timber shattered by artillery 

'and gashed by minnie balls-and, there were dimly 
$een in the darliness the lowly hillocks beneath which 

slept the fallen, fast disappearing under the erasing 

SIXTIETH ALABAMA REGIMENT. 

xniforms, powder-stained faces, bloody litters and 
skeleton ranks, spoke eloquently of the severity of the 
~rdeal  to which they had been subjected and not 
r'ound wanting. Too high encomium cannot be pro- 
; nounced upon BUSHROD JOHNSON'S Tennessee Brigade. 

?,\ They had left their own homes in the possession of 
the enemy, and now had, almost to the last man, 
unhesitatingly poured out their lives on the soil of 

ITirginia- 
"- bli od hire t1113, 

For Llbo~ty shed, so 111~1) 13, 

1t \\auld not stalrl the 11111 est rill 
That sparkles arnoug the boners of bhss " 



infll~ence ol the mains. It war+ soma corsoliltiou, 

wo gazwd upou thcso Ilun3)!o luouncl3, to re:~lixc illat- 
" ' ~ ' ~ ~ I J I I ~ ~ I  '6 is l > l c , ; ~ \ ; t ~ ~ l ,  t<,  1i11,l  O I I C > ' s  1:hL I , C S ' L ~ I I ~  lll '~c0, 

I:,'ll,.:ltll 1111: c ~ I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I ) . . L I ~ ~ ~ ' ~  s : l , ~ l ~ , ~ l t  h l l l t  ; 

Y P ~ ,  1111: .-r;Lvn 01' t l n :  so l~ i i< ,~ .  i l l  1):~ttlc s l n i r l  

Is g ~ ~ i ~ ~ . ' l r d  by l!i(: ? i i ~ l I ' s : t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  (:OII." 

As the Iiogillzcnt filed, sloxvly ancl silentlg, across t,lle 

b:~tt!c-ficltl, endl soldier's nlcmoyy was fiilctl xvit'h t l ~ c  

1)looily and stirring tlceds mllich llacl l~ccr, thmo 
enacted. Tho silci~co of tile spot and tlle niiilni:;!l' 
hour. 11~:~s z:trongl.y coi1tr:~;;tt:d iu our mincls ~\ii,ll t l ~  
nlartial t n ~ n i ~ l t  of tllc 1)attle of tho 16th. 

At a poini about tlxce r~lilcs I:ej oncl tllo field of 
Drexvvy's Illui'f; on the turn-pikc loading -lo Potex- 
burg, a halt was madc until c1:~ylight. TF'ith tllc clann 

I 

of tlle Sth, tlle iiinlc!l was resnriltd allcl conlinueit 
unlil about 2 F. II., ~vlicr! Potc~skn~rg was rcac!le(~. 
This day's m:u-c..h, in collscyucncc of tllc Ilent, I V : ~  

Z very near fuiuting hy tho roailsicle. 



CHAPTER IV. 
1'16'1'1:1:613UItCI bN1) TIIE TI1I?SCIIICS. 

THE Cocliade City, on the an-ivnl of the Begiment, 
rcscntccl, a nondascript appearttnce. It is uncertain 
illetllcr it mi@t bc move fitly prononnced n huge 
::~inp, or hos~~it:~l, or grave;carci-it was a colnbination 
oi tlwse three in aboat eqnal proportions. Toliens 
wcre cverynlrere pre3ent Lo the eye, of the scvcrity of 
he borrlburclment to which it !lad been and was still 
teing sullijec Led a t  intervals. I t s  residences and btasi- 

ncss llouses were shattercil and shot through and 
hi-oug?~ by shells; its streets wcre covered with 
rick, mmbar, and glass; and its church steeples 

vere shorn of their corn~~anding  height. The por- 
ions of t?la city most oxposeil to the enemy's fire 
,ere entirely ahndoned ;  only a stray cat was seen, 

1 JTV and then, glidjng hurriedly across thoroughfares 
,illich Elad been tho very heart of the bubiness-life of 
.he city. It mas a sad, strange sight-those deso- 

te haunts of rnanufacture and col~in~erco. The 
 IS, siicvt arenues brought I'orcibly to iuiild the 
try of tho Enchnrttcd City i11 the "Arabian Nights' 
r,ertainments." (an enkeying a store on one of 
ae streets, you ~vould have alrnost expected to 

tho merchant :it his cicsic, the clerks with gard- 
t, Its in lllind behind tllo counters, arld the ladies 
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tantly passing overhead, and, occasionally, minie 
A cordial welcome was given to the Regiment 'r 

t y  the remainder of the Brigade, and mutual rela- 
1 

l'3ns of incidents in the career of each during their 
axparation occupied n~uch of the time until the night 
of the 9th. On that night (July 9t21, 1864,) the Regi- 
ment, with the rest of the Brigade, entered the 
" Trenches," and remained in then1 at various points 
(with the exception of only two nights) until March 

P 
14th, 1865. The movement into the Trenches com- 
menced about dark and occupied the larger portion 
o the night. The length of time consumed was on i acxount of ihe narrowness of the "Trenches," and 
ttle fact that the covered ways leading to them being 
irlcomplete, afforded so little protection from the 
balls which were flying thick and fast, that the men 

were compelled to march half-bent. The whizzing 
and hissing of the constant stream of minnie balls, 
the occasional descent and explosion of a mortar, 
taken in connection with the darkness and our igno- 
rance of the locality, rendered this entrance of the 

Trenches " most trying and uncomfortable-it was, 
probably, as unpleasant as groping in the darkness of 

the midnight hour, among a chaos of chairs, cradles, 
and other domestic accoutre?nents, in search of the 
paregoric bottle, in response to the plaintiye appeal 
of an aggrieved and weeping infant. At this time 

the "Trenches" were in an embryo state, not suffi- 
ciently wide for comfort, nor deep enough for protec- 

/ tion. No bomb-proofs had then been built on the 
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main-line, aacl a ~it~nntion of greater. csposure a 

cliseo~nfort (::LI~ s~ ;~ rcc ly  1)c (~or~vciv~~il.  TI:e 11mt xv 

esccssivc?--bliorc -\\.as< no l)rotoctioi~ iron1 ';hc r:Lys 
t!lo ma; tho trcncll ]?-as so narrow tint two 111 

couirl :;carccly pass alrretsst, a;itl tho Gro of 
e s I i i .  Tile firfit positill 

oecupiccl by tile Ilegi~r~elll, - \ v t ~ s  illat in tlic ~icirmity 
the point afl,:r\;.t~lJs I;l1o~v11 a(; tiic " Crnf cr," froill 
n~iile c-xploclcd G!ierc on tile 30111 of h i y .  

I'crL:~l,s I cnxi:~i gi:e a trucr itlea ol  be 
and :;iiustjon of the troops at  that ti~~lc), tllarl 

I nlcnt, si:ortly after its cnt~anco illto thc Troncl;a\ 

and iv\T131i1c 1ocatt:tl ttt tIiat poiat. 1 give it in fill1 : r 

subterraneali nl)odo which, in more than one respect, 

rescriibles tllc illfernsl i\rorlcl, I htill t a la  rill intcresh 

in tl~ose who livo n;lc! rno\ e nbouc g~ouucl. h'crllnps 
it is puGpCr tc> statc, that illis htcr(?st is siricLly 

benevolent, and oob in the least satanic-for I am 
plcascil to t!linl;, tliat my n:~tnre does :lot :~t ;211 accord 
wit11 my present surroundings, axid that illy case is 
not so llo~elcss as to justify ino in adopting tile 
langun,ge of the lost Rrcbnugcl- 

' l ?n r~~n . i~ l l  ! 11appy (ii,lcls, 
IlrT'iicri' ,io?- fi11.lr.i-1,l. 11wi.Ils l I :~ i l ,  11~11~rnrs ! l l<~iJ ,  
J i t f ( . ~ t ~ i ~ J  !!-orI:l ! ait<l I IIOIL. 1~!~11So~~1~ili:st 1 ~ ~ 1 1 ,  
I:c.c,cti\-o t , l ~ y  n e w  ]>osst.ssor." 

" Ksviug dispelled sny alarm, rvhicl~ may ha\-e beel:\ 

abc 
Plc 
of ( 

lost 
tlr e 

are I 
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atement, I will givo SOU some of the partionlnrs of 
e sitantion at this point, esplnfning iu wlint consists 

{ f la clewoniac character of an aloodo in the 'Trcuches.' 

p:rrt, unclor-grourid, in ' ra t  
; in the second place, the - 

le a'ln~o~pllore is pervadcd \pith sulphurous fumes, 
nstnnt :ucense r i s l ~ g  dny and night, at all hours, 

om the altars of fha god of mar; in the third place, 
enill' may i)e said to slalk visibly 2nd acdihIy in 

l i d~~ t .  'The air is r ~ l l t  and torn with the inceb- 
TlJzzing to and fi.0 of lencicn anil iron missiles ; 
ccasion:t1/y tllcsc ~slentlcss monsiers bear sorlo 

tim to the corih. As I lie in my 'rat hole' st 
IC &nd !iskn to t l ~ c  mzcy-tolzecl shrizkcrs careering 

!ly aboiro me, T am convil;ced that certain typos 
(Yanlrce, for instnacc,) are vcrj little yemoved 

from the Demon. 
" I11 the tllrce striking P~:PSES mclitioned above, an 

abode iu ltle Trc~elios before P~tcrsl)org is decidedly 
Plutoi~ic ; 1:ut in tho essential elell~ents of the world 

of evil, we :;lo for t l ~ e  most p a ~ t  wanting. Irere are no 
lost so i i l  toi.tofocl by despair, bxit iirnvi. man cnduri~lllg 
the e a t ~ c u ~ e  of phy ,.leal s~fi 'c~ iirg, cheerfully, in the 
nfiost sacrec'i and noble enllse that ever engaged tllo 

energies of men. Otar troops are in tllc hcst spirits, 
notwithstnvilil~g their long co:lthncc?, confinement to 
the Trsnche~, i i ~ c !  tho unrewiiiing vigi1:ince ivhicll !Iley 

are called apon to exercise. They t:~kc ; p a t  interest 
clramiog n bead on cvery picco of k'arrliee, l~owever 



minute, wliich may be for a mornent exposed to thei~i  
deadly aim. The two lines are (listant fro111 sack 
other, at some places bwo hundred and fifty, and a 
otllers not more than eighty yards. Two men fron 
each company at a time are recluircd to keep tlle firin, 
up, each man firing once iu five rliiiiutes. This give 
twenty shots to each regiment on the line every t e ~  
minutes. Firing at this rate is Bept np froru one en( 
of tlie line to the other without intermission, day ant 

night. Nor is tlie firing confined to small arms ; mo 
tars and heavy guns of every description disgor 
themselves at short intervals, am1 at times tlle grou 
trembles loeileatll their combined explosions. Wllc 
we lay ourselves down to rest at night, we have tli 
comfortable assurance, that at any moillent we may 
caIleil upon to receive a tvo llundreci ponnder as 
companion of our slumbers. Occasionally, me 
change papers with tlie enemy. When this is to be 
done, we cease firing and hoist a paper above our 
breast-works, and some big-mouthed rebel cries out- 
'Want to swap papers, Yank?' If they are 'agreeabIe 
to this proposition,' they in lilie nlanner cease firing, 
and the 'ragged rebel' proceeds half way with his 
paper, where he is met by the ' Blue Belly,' and the 
exchange effected. I n  this manner gouty citizens, 
parlor warriors,neglected village generals, street-corner 
campaigners of every description, and the reading pub- 
lic generally, are supplied with ' the latest from 
North.' 

" No one citizen or soldier seems to have the leas1 
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apprehension that ' Ulysses ' will take Petersburg. It 
Hlr\lwould be hard to conceive how he woulcl accomplish 

\ '1 the Trenches six days. Tlre hardy veterans of this 

I ;allant Regiment present quite an interesting specta- 
in tho narrow trenches ; some writing to 

their true-loves; some cooking, with their llats over 
pans, to keep off the dirt and dust 

nockecl up by the enemy's balls ; some sleeping, and 
, ;om6 standing to their g~ms. I t  would do their 

me good to view them at this moment. 
ENJOLRAS." I 

Tlle foregoing letter pnrports to have been written 
after the command had been in the " Trenches " but 

d tllis period of six days is termed a "long 
I 

confinement." The writer little imagined, that the 

Begiment was destined to occupy those "Trenches" 
for more than eight months. (This may be chronicled 
as one of the countless illustrations of the wisdom and I 

Senevolence of the Creator in not bestowing upon us 
the power to lift the veil of the future.) 

A few days Leforo the 30th of July-a day ever 
memorable with the then oeuupants of the Trenches- 

fi the comrnancl was moved to a point about a half a mile I 
1 to the left of its first position and about a quarter of a 
i 

mile to the left of the NorSollr IiaiI Road. This move- 
I 

I rnent was at first muoh regretted by the man, as they i 
I : had begun to get themselves pretty comfortably fixed 

up in their old clnarters ; but it proved to be a piece 
I G 



of great good luck, as the Tieginlent thereby e 
being blown up by the explosion of the 30th. 
circuinstance is suggestive of the fact, that that whi 
seems at tho time to be a great harclsllip may eve 
ually prove to be a blessing, and hence, that we should 
always be very slow in pronouilcing judgment in sucl: 

cases). 
Tlle Mine of Gen. GRANT, which was touched off 

dajlight on the morning of the 30th of July, 1864, 
one of the most extensive pieces of military enginee 
ing, in the shape of tunnelliag, on record. I t  was s 
pronounced by Gen. BEAUREGA~D in his report of th 
battle which its explosion inaugurated. The terminu 
of this Mine, it is said, was fully a quarter of a mil 
from its mouth, and directly beneath a Confed 
Battery, which it was designed to blow up. The Mineb 
in itself--as a piece of engineering-was a complete- 
success ; bnt the clay's operations which it initiated,, 
footed up badly for the enemy. In  the inimediate vi- 
cinity of the RIinc, Qen. GRANT had massed s large- 
force, negroes and Yanltees-negroes in front. At the, 
signal given by the explosion of the Nine, which shookl 
the solid earth for leagues around, the enemy opened, 
upon us with all their guns, large and small, for a dis-, 
tance up and down the line of three or four miles. 
less than two hundrecl cannon and ten thousand 
arms opened at  the earth-qnake signal given by thg. 

3line.:- The Confederate gunners, ever on the alert,,e 
sprang to their picces and responded in thmlder tones 
frorn as many iron throats. Simultaneously wit 
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familiar to our ears as the rattling of the drays over 
your streets used to be, or as the ticking of the old 
family time-piece on the drawing-room mantle was 
in the days of our infancy; and when we miss the 
regular hourly booming of the mortars, we are 
reniinded of the force of habit by the words which 

come involuntarily to our lips, 'Ma, the clock hast ,I) 
run down.' 

"The even tenor of 'life in the trenches' is some- 
times interrupted, however, and the regular routine 
for a time discarded. These interruptions may be 
placed under the head of 'family jars'-the most 
note-worthy of which occurred on the 30th of July, 

being gotten up by 'ULYSSES' a t  his own expense, 
and with comparatively no cost to us. Perhaps I j.3 

can give you some idea of the character of this 'jar' 
by a relation of my experience. I mas aroused early 
on the morning of that memorable day by the noise 9 

of some tremendous explosion ; this was immediately 

followed by a quiver in the ground-mother Earth - 

was shuddering at the horrid deeds her sons were le 
about to commit. My ears were next greeted by the :, 
words, 'Whoop ! the earth is rising up !-a whole is 
acre of ground is going up into the air over yonder !' 
I n  order to see a sight so novel, I rose hastily, but s, 
unfortunately striking my head against the top of my 32 

'rat-hole,' I concluded I would have to deny myself 3- 

that pleasnre, and accorcli~lgly res~lmed my toilet 16 

arrangements, (~vhich consistecl in taking off my cap, 
smootliing the wrinkles which had been made in s 
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like the twittering of snow-birds ; some, reminded one 
of an ancient bullfrog, who, as the shades of evening 
draw nigh, in a 'pleasing fit of melancholy,' solilo- 
quizes on the legends of his race; others roared like 
lions, howled like wolves and hyenas, slzrielred like 

human beings in agony. All these sounds, comliined 
with the thui~ilcr of the explosions, formed a corn- 

lines- 
' Death ridcs 11po11 t21c s1ilpl1111-y Slroc ; 

pound eminently sublime and terriffic, realizing the 

1 1:cd Battle btm~pn his foot, n11dNstloils fetl tlic sl~ocli! ' 

"This terrible bluster, howover, was comparatively k 
harmless to us, owing to the protcction afforclecl 
us by our TVO~BS. Otller portions of the line suffered 
sevel~ely ; and in tlle immediate vicinity of the mine 
the destruction of the enemy has no parttllel in this 
war. The 'butcher' feasted himself to satiety. A 
heavy blow was dealt to tyranny on tlle 30th of July. 
The Northern papers do not overrate the disaster. 

I t  is universally believed that GI<AXT has talcen a 
large portion of his forces from the lines in front of 
I'etersburg. The fire has undoubtedly slackened- 
no sl~ells have been thrown into the city for several 
clays. 

The news of the movements of the enemy's raiders 
in Alabama, excited the deepest interest in this ' 
Brigade-which is conlposed entirely of Alabamians- 
and the tidings ~vhich are being brought us daily by 
returned furloughed men, of the unanimity and spirit 
with which the citizens of Montgomery and its 
vicinity took up arms at the approach of the I 
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one invaders, has filled us all wit,h pride and renewed 
ing confidence. Nothing is more essential for the preser- 
ilo- vation of tho spirit and tonc of our armies in the 
ilre field, than that those who remain at home should 
ilre display a proper spirit when the occasion requires. 
led Should any more 'family jars' arise: and he survive 

them, or anything of interest occur on this at present 
comparatively quiet line, you may expect to hear 
again from ENJOLRA~." 

The loss of the Regiment is spoken of in this letter 
as being t~o~?zpur.ativtly s,nn/l--namely, xvhen cor~pared 
wit11 the loss in the vicinity of the Nine ; but though 
small in comparison with th:: wholesale havoc at that 
point, it was not in itself inconsiderable--tlio loss 
being about five in killed nnii twenty-five in wounded. 
Capt. Lockhart's conlpany, (11,) fro111 Columbus, Geor- 
gia, sustaiiled more than its dnc proportion of this 
loss. 

The second position occupied by the command in 
u the " Trenches "-ihat to the left of the Norfolk Rail b noad-was on a ldl-side, and very unpleasant. The 

right of the Regiment exterded to the base of this 
hill, along which flowed a small branch. Whenever 
there was a heavy rain, this branch overflowed the 
quarters of the three compa~ies on the right of the 
Eegiment, (Captain Tllomas Smith's Company " E," 

Y :i + 
Cnpt. 3JcEeless' Company "G," and Capt. Stokes' 

t ?  Company "E"). The gallant men and officers of 
those companies were frequently compelled to stand 
to their posts knee-deep in mud and water for twenty- 
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four or thirty-six hours, their knapsacks and camp 
equipage floating around them in every direction, their 
great concern being to keep their powder dry. The 
other companies of the Regiment suffered much, also, 
during wet weather while we were locateci at this point. 
I should not omit to mention, that it was during our 
occnpancy of this position, that Lieut. James Butt, of 
Columbus, Georgia, 1st Lieutenant of Co. " D," re- 

ceivecl, from the fragment of a shell, the wound 
which resulted in his death. His loss was much 
deplored by the wholc Regiment ; but, particularly, 
by his own company, of wllolrl he was tlle pride. He 

was a young man of no ordinary mould-generous, 
high-toned, cultivated in pcrson and mind-a fine spe- 
cimen of tlle Southern soldier. 

The next position occupioci by the negirnent mas 
at the point at which the linc of "Trenches " crossed 
the Norfolli Rail Road, part of tlle Iiegin~cnt being on 
the left, and the remainder on the right of that road. 

This position was decidedly " liot." (By a position's 
being hot, is meant, that it was a rendezvous for minie 
balls, and had a power of attraction by which it drew 
down upon itself all tlle mortar-shells thrown up in its 
neighborhood.) As an indication of tlle excessive 
heat of this locality, it ~vas known along the line as 
" G~acie's illo~tar ffcll ! " The pump which stood 
immediately on the Itail Road, had freqncntly to be 
repairecl once or twice a day, in consequence of the 

rough treatment mllicll it reccived from esplocling 
shells ; and the ground in that vicinity, Sroiu the same 
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cause, resembled very much a potato-patch freshly 
hilled up. It will be remenibered, that just at  this 
point, (Norfolli Rail Road), there was one of the most 
extensive subterrai~ean galleries on the lino. It is this 
gallery (or mine) which is refcrred to by the " corres- 
pondent of the Advediset-," in the letter below inserted, 
w11ich mas written while the Eegiment was located 
here : 

" , S ~ r s l . ~ ~ ~ ~ r . r r  dr. . i l : . i~r ,~  ~ Z I C G I M I C N T ,  1 
L'J12 the i l i .e l~ohcs bcJbre I'cle1.a7,rrl.g, Ocl. 10, lri(i4. j 

" AIR. EDITOR : The Sixtietl~ Alabnrna Iltegiment has 
mow been under ground tltree months, but, mii-nliile 
d ic t .~~  ! she lives-not only lives, but actually indulges 
a hope of being resurrected at  some future day--how 
remote, it is inlpossibie to say, but still anterior to the 
time when Gabriel shall sound the last trump. Our 
neighbor, farmer Grant, who cultivates the land 
adjoining 'BZarse Eobert's plantation, filled with a 
I ~ i n d l ~  feeling towards us, has used esTery effort to  
relieve us from our preseut position ; but his ingenious 
and benevolent expedient to elevate us to the surface 
of the earth, ty nieans of gun-powder, having proved 
a signal failure, tllis pliilantllropic gentleman, with 

sorrow a t  his beart, has turned his attention to the 
improvement of his ovn farm, and is said to be busily 
engaged upon an enterprise, which, if successful, mill 

adcl much Co the irrigation of his broad acres.* There 
is one feature or appendage of the Trenches to which 

I have not yet called your attention, and that is tho 
- - --- - - - 

*Dutch Gap UAIIJI. 
7 
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mince l>"lcfo~~i  entcxi~l;; 1lvi?il :t dc:;criptior! a11 this in- 
sii;nllor~, it i.3 l)nl prop<:]: i E j : ~ $ ,  P slio:l.ltl u:dl to 111-y 
n:si;i:;iniicc ill(: SI-i.g;a,~l dtlii icr;, rar"tci8 tho esail~plo of 
TiPi;il, n:~oll. eouc!nciil:l; t l x  piox?:; iXncas 60 tho dark 
abodes of Pluto : 

'cY(> g;N!: ! i> t r ~ ~ l ! l ~ ~ l l l ~ l ! 1 7 ' .  ?)O\Y?I%, ;;iw :!lP 1 0  t(!U, 
Oi' ~ V C I I C : ~  : L : I ~  T,r,oild( I,:> i:i i l w  c~.I,;,~!I cf l ic , i l !  '' 

Rn~in ; ' ;  l:~n;, e~!dc: i~o~c-J  to proj)i!;:~!i: illo :\iit:lol~itic:s, 
. . 

by ~~i~ill)li:nii:e v:2I1 t!~i:; ~n!n:o?~~c>~i:ti ~,~t.cc:c:c-nt ; nri:l 

your jl'c nvcr, nlrd : h i  ~ I I C  G:'r)l:\ ~ ~ I ~ L C  to :lsinnn:: a12 :tlti- 

t~utle 01 {yctii ~ C ~ P Y ~ ~ U C O  :l:u?. Ii~?;~Ziiy, i h o  11e:~cl axd 

cllon3clcrs bciiii; cC,iic i d c ~  Aly  dcp~i~'.setl, I 7% iil praec od 

wit11 SO" to t110 C'I~~,'LIICP, ~r!li!'ll i i  p,~larilc(l I)y n Coil- 
foderatr 'Celljcras,' aad r~s11111~1:~s ~ ~ r y  11111~11 t110 
moutll of a rcjlv, :LS tuu~c.1 of n w r y  tiill*il~uli~c size. 
Aliw 11nui~g pns~,ed tho tl:n~silo:cl, jou ~ l l l  proccccl 
sollie clistnncct, n.llcln a :,exi>~~ttio~i of c~lliilincs~, eo~no 

up011 you. Tr~liils coi~sidcrin~ il:is ~:ilcno;~lennn, your 

ears will prolnldy I)(. jiicetclcl l)y :s Ion- ~~uil:*lin;; so~znd 

in your iiumcdi:rto i'rout, n l:;cll n ill b~ i,y( ( tl;ly fol-, 

lowed by a s m u t  rap npon the slljll~, nllolelipoll ycn 

will be precipitated formttrtl, h a d  forcmo:,'L, over a 
lose re- wheel bnr~ow,  (the or~ly ~ellic!e in nso iu tl. 

1 gions,) right illto tllc nrnls of o ~ o  of tlle goblins rvbo 

llaunt the place. Sllonlcl yon rccorcr frolll this col- 

lision, ::n:l Sccl suiiicienlly cour.:::,c.ons to proceccl, I 
will ler,J you 5017iC1 di~,i;~i?cc, 1~11~11 yo11 will (lisco~er a 

small li(,llt in ihc ili\i,xi~(, nl~c,~cI. AS you 111 nr tllis 

light, yocr at tcrl tiol; n ill lic nl rQc !oil by :L tilnrnping, 
tllrobbin:; ~onnd ,  ~ ! l i c h  jou nill, on your arlical at 
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that point, disco~er to procccd from tho mining opera- 
tions at  tl:c terminus of the Nino, wllcre k21e light is 
stationed. On an inspection of your surroundings, 
after the con~pletion of your journey, you will see only 
a ballow c:xndle b~~ra ing ,  and a single ii~diviclual work- 
ing, silcnbly and stctldily, wit11 a pick-thuml3-thump 
--tliunlp. If yon be in a meditative mood, the scone 
before you will call up many reflections upon the ii~ge- 

to give fi'eh: rein io your imagination, and, for the one 
man with his pick, sabstltuio a ~aunlber of wrinklecl 
beldaines wit11 broom~ticks, you will be enabled to 

I give vent to your feelings, in tllo follonring lines from 
11 I 8halispea~c : 

1 
' IIon now'> Yc secrt,'c. rldil, and midnight  hag^ ! what is it yo do P ' 
' A doed nllhont it nnnlo ! ' 

At any time in the twenty-lour hours, at midnight and 
1 noon, morn aud c ~ c ,  ihe scone i a  the 3Ii11e is tho 

snnle; the tallow candle, the solitary and silent 
worker, t he  s6e:~cIy t l l ~ ~ n ~ p i n g  of the pick. Two men 
a t  a time are suifieicnt to carry tllc work on-one with 
tho pick, the otircr wit11 the urlloel-barrow. Fresh - 

men are set to work ;it rcg111~r intervt~ls ; in tliis man- 
ner, ilro work is carried o r ~  withoat intermission. Hav- 

1 

1 l ing conciucted you into the Mine, I allall Ieavo you to 

i D I ; L ~ O  your may out by tlie same rout3 by wllfell you 

I 
ontercd, hoping that you have snfficiently profited by 
your expcriencc, 'GO avoid a seconcl collision. 

"I have bcen tllos particular in giving you instruc- 
tions, becauso of the bail esporienco ol sonlo gentle- 



76 .I HISTOILY OF THE 

I nleii, citizens of Petersburg, who paid a visit to  the f 
Treliches sorile weelts ago, and endc:~r~orecl to explore 

a Mint. Tllese irreverent gentlemen neglectecl to take 
off tlreir beavers anil assume the position which I en- 

I joined upon you ; in consccyucnco of which, they 41, [ \  
eii~ergeil with their hats crumpled ancl several of their 
pllrenologicnl bumps exhibiting :Ln alariningly nzorbiii 

ilcgnw of er~lnvgemmt. T11c.y mere, moreover, so un- I 
fortunate :LS to leave one of their nuxnber behind, 

which they dicl not discover until t1lr.y l;nd gotten out. 
Tlleir grivf cu liis account was great, ancl a marl with 

a calldle w:ts imniediately elispatched in search of him. 
After some ti~ue, he was discoverecl at  n point in one 
of the hranchcls of the Nine, where a shaft hacl been 

smll: from the Trenches. (It is said that unfortunate 
gentlcnlnn was ' the dark object -with bright eyes,' 

which some of the boys discoverecl that evening a t  the 
bottom of this shaft, ancl were concerting ii~easures to 
fish up or destroy, supposing him to be a huge frog, 

or sonle terrible under-grouncl monster.) One of the 
gentlemen composimg this p a ~ t y  w:is the owner of the 

land. His only exclaliiation on nialiing his exit from 
the Nine was-' TTrell, I know inore of my land now 

than I ever diil before ! ' Tllis was some consolation, 

certainly. Much to the disappointment of ' the boys,' 
the encnly threw no mortars into our lines during the 
visit of these gentlemen. I t  stracli us that i t  would 

I be very amusing, indeed, to see those hnmnn forms, 
ensconced in polislled boots, black cloth pants and 

coats, uiid snow-white shirts, suri~lounted by high- 

I 

I 

I 





'' A!i~.~, . i isc~>'s  " ycrtinacious corrcspoadent-nnotlicr 

colcc j i.o9)1 [ I / ( .  tl( <'l)ii, liftcil u p  fro111 tliis ncm position 

of tho Itcgiillcnt : 

" Ix 1111 T'EI \ < 1 1 1  5 I oicr PI PI 1151 I ILC,, 

Nov( IIIIX,T 3, Ib:,l. 

''MR. Enmolt : llncll as  avc ntllilire tllo ni::n, no  111175t 

nilnlit C!l:~t f:~r:ncr Gr:int is r:;tlicr ncrvcsus and f id~ciy.  
Tllis me can ollPy iivpntt., l io~~~cver,  to Clio csccssivo 
gooclness of his hcnrC, n!ricl~ ~vill bloolc no  dclny iu lllo 

acconi~~lis~rmcnl of l ~ i s  !1111ii:~ne ell !erlji ises. I11 our l i~sf 
IYC inio~n:cd yon illat Ilt: xvas hn~>i>o:\c(l to bs png in{; 

~~niliviclcd nitcniion to llis ' C:L~)~L!,' :111d i l  IWS illon:;lit, 
t h t  no c',cmonstr:~ltio110 in our I>clli:~:f ~l;onlil be n~:~ilu 
until bllo conil~lciion of tl:at 11losb in~~)ort :~nh woik. 
'1311t his r~htl~ ' !r~ 1)ecc~ ol~~ilce coulcl JIO: eniluri. to annit 
tlic slow :u:cl 1:ll~oriol:t; ;)l.occ~s of cili!li?~$; a:id I ) l . ~ s i i n ~  

t l ~ c  J,uucs ltircr gl anile, : l ~ l t i  rlo, 011 IIiTl 27'.11 ~lltimo, 
110 coi:lmc:lccd opcrntions on Lo'!) llis fi,a!l.s-xliicll 

opcr:~tic,iisi, h a l l  to ~cl:lLl ! pi oa ~ t l  uio~c\ co:.ri)!: !c :uiti 
unl~iiti:;alc\cl f'l~i!ul c i  il::~n any n liic.11 iLis (1,: <,6cJ ninn 

llnd Ililhcrto bct on loot. Yllis  ill Ining l~onlo foi.ci- 

bly to our minila tllo ~):ti;\fiii tlntir, i!mt tlicx best men 
nyc 11ot nlnrny:, tllc rilo>t, cli: creel ; :~11cl tlmt creli ' tllc 

wihcst, V~Y~IIOUSCS~,  cliic~;c(~tt o't, st,' may somctil~~es 
be guilty of indi.;crctionr-a$!?ic!l, llowcver, serve no 

nioro to nlnr the gcweral l~cnuty :t:~l brilliance of 
their l i ~  es and e~l:Lr:~eters, tIinli do illc spots on his 

disc serve to c1a1,lien ni~d cli:.fi:;ul.c tlle beniliing coun- 

tennncc of tho p e n t  fun~ltaili of li:;l~t. AS this su1)ject 
c ~ ~ n n o t  fail to be painfo1 to syilipatll~tic and ~ ~ ~ I I I O I I S  



i?linck, T will dihrrliss it for 'chz present, with tho remark, 
ellat our position on this ex'Lcnsive liilo is of such a 

highly teilnblo and tonncions chnrnctcr, that G I ~ N T ,  
with all his zeal :~ilcl vast resources, ia likely never to 
be enabled to relieve us ; and, in view of this fact, nre 
arc pc~fectly resigilcd and reconciled to our snbterra- 
Dean fate. 

1 cnrmnot, llon ever, as  a fz~ithful chronider of 
' Trerlch incidel,bb,' F3h:S x,,i:kcni fur&l:er nciico tho 
27hh of OctoLer. Ph -\vus cl~lplr~lic:il!y 2, day of storm. 
Tilo madnlan, X:~rq, r;1gecl and founleck in a l~loat l o~d ly  
manner along nlillo;-,t "tie 1~11ole lint, Bonl Dalbj town, 
on the no:& si~lc, io the 1<3)[1ton plank-road below 
Pctcrsbwg. At tho laibcr ~-,ci;lt, bllc b~~c t l e  was in 
progrcfi all day, aimosi; 1slliloa6 a lall, the pro!ongod 
roar of tl:o m-iisb~iry bc-ir;;; iv'ce~i-~apkccl ocly 1,y tho 
t l l u~~der  of the ~~~~ijjlicr-y. 'b'l;is c~:gq;cn:cnt, Iioxvcver, 
on accomlt of jiLs TI t ~ u t  oi r~~cccss,  is stj71~d 3, ' rocoil- 
nloisance in Sorce ' by tho enemy. A Jitt!e a9er night- 
fall, the siolr,~ which 21,7,d ucasccl on the right, broke 
out afrcdl in onr irnnleiliato viejility. Ail oo a sudden, 
as wo were tucliivg otir blanket under us to keep oat; 

the prj  ing cold, and compo~ing our ii:iuds for slumber, 
rapid diecha~gcs of small azms wore llcsrd a", short 
distance fro111 o w  ri:;i.irt, a i d  soon the lleavons were 
filled wiill ascenl:ing aacl descending mortars, resem- 
bling, in their descent, falling sbars ; and sllells from 
field pieces shot athwart tho horizon iron? line to lirmo 
like strokes of lightning. E v o q  man mas at  his post 
on the banquetto in a hwinlrlizlg, with gun in hand, 



awaiting calmly and silcxntly, in the grim clailiness, anlid 
tliat terlific stoir~1, the o n s ~ t  of tlle foe. But no foe 

came, and soon there was comparntivo cluict, ancl me, 
who were not on dutj ,  betook onrsel~cs to 0111 ' rat 
holes ' an(1 clreanied of lioll~e. At 10 o'clocli, ~ v c  mcro 

again arousrcl, n11t1 again subjectccl to a flllious can- 
nonacle, n l1ic11, in liBc nianner, soon ceased, n l ~ e n  we 
once more letnnlccl to our bulilis and wcrc soon again 
blessed wit11  isi ions of peace and gcntlcncss. 'Cliese 

disturbanc~s ~veie, pcll~nps, owing to tlie rago of tllc 
enemy on account of tllc n ant of succtbss ~vllicll llad 

attended 11% operntions duriiig tlie c1:xy. Kot l l in~  of 

importancc1 llus occurred 011 tlie line iron1 tllc 27th ol 
October up to tlle pesent  time, mith t l ~ e  csccption of 
the capture by Gen. JIalione, on tlic night of tlie 30th, 
of 230 Tnrilice pichcts, without tllc loss of a single 

man, ~vhicll is j~lstly consiilered tlle illost daliilg per- 
formance of tlie season. 

Y- Y i h 

'L EL JOLRAS." 

This is tlle last of the letters written by this irre- 
pressible "Trencher," upon ~ ~ ~ l i i c l ~  I liave been able 

to lay my hands. Wilnt is the cause of liis suhsequcnt 

silence, is a question of fact involvecl in obscurity. 
Whether, so011 after v riting this last letter, he went 
into LL state of hiberilation ; or met his fate at  tlle 
hnncls of llis terrible antagonists, the nlortars ; or was 
buried beneath some falling bomb-proof ; or lost him- 

self in some Nine, a i d  is now ~vandering in darkness 
ancl silence up ancl down those subterranean collidors, 



philosophically meditating on the consequences of 
Eve's transgression; or was resurrected with the re- 
mainder of the Regiment on the 16th of March, 1865, 
and is now a threadbare and moody survivor of the 
"Lost Causew-is uncertain. We can only hope for 
the best, and pray that he may turn out of his " rat 

hole " promptly at the last " qsoll call," when Drurn- 
Jlctjor Qml)?~iel shall send forth his bugle-blast to quick 
and dead ; and that, on that final Di-ess-parade which 
shall take place in presence of the judgment seat, he 
may be seen in the ranks with no spot on his arms 
and accoutrements ; with face well to tho front at the 
position of "pa.rade rest," awaiting the sentence- 
"Well done, good and faithful servant ; " and, with 
knapsack on back and ~l~ell-jlled haversack by his side, 
ready for the n~aroh to the New Jerusalem ! 

During the latter part of the month of November, 
the command was again moved to the right-this time, 
about a quarter of a mile, and placed adjoining its 
first position in the "Trenches," in the vicinity of the 
" Crater," (or '' Grant's Crater," as it was commonly 
called.) At this point the Eegiment mas located during 
the remainder of its stay in the " Trenches," and here 
was passed the brunt of the winter of 1864-5. The 
winter of 1863-4 in East Tennessee, under Gen. LONG- 
STREET, was one of terrible privation and exposure; 
but this minter passed in the "Trenches," surpassed it 
in these respects. This will be readlily conceded on a 

consideration, in the first place, of the chardcter of 
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tlloso "Trcnchos," a i d  tllo qzartors of tlro troops 

occul)ying thcnl. Tllcl n:~tin Txcueli was a witic dilcll 

ruii~lic:; p:~ralIel with tlrc liilo of tho cncrny. hinuning; 
back fio111 this L~:L~I I  Tr011eI1, at various ailglcs with it, 
-\vcro c,tllcr clitelles-sorao cxtt ndiiig to tho t,ubnrbs of 
%'etcisX,nr:;, :~1!:l bc ill:; ~ I I C  ~ T ( > I ~ I Z ( ~ L  of cg;~css : I P I ; ~  i i lgrcs~ 

to tho 'b'rcncllc:; callecl " ccvclud may!;, ' and others, 

runniiig La*k  only sllort distance, 11:~) iug bcon ( 1 ~ 1 ~  

oub to ;;i\ 0 :he br c ~ p s  r o o ~ l ~  to buii(1 111~ ir bo1111)-131'00f 3 

(or rat ~~cIcs) ,  !he main h e  nut nfh~c1i~ig sufliciollt 
1 

spaco to acco;llniod:ito :dl. Tl;o l)on~b-li~:ooI, or rat 
lrslo, ml!ich WP.:; ti13 sleepiilg anlid cool;lr!g ::~p:lrti:ieilt, 
was on oscn-\.n-"lioa, geuer:;iiy ten lect ir i  icngtil, eight 
in breadth, tmd fton: lonr to six fcctt docp. Soxo 
n-cro smdlcr, mid a fev a o r c  c ~ ~ i i ~ i ~ ~ i l . l ~ ~ ~ : ; .  Ti10 COV- 

crin:;: c f  Dlicso esc;>vn!io~.~s cmt i  -; tcti ( I f  i:ii~c logs I:titl 
sick i,y side,  poll ~vi~ic??i c-a:; i : i : . :>~~~i clirt tn n Gcjjtli <if 

- .  
11.0;;; t!ij,cc to :;is fc;.t. 1:: t!;c<;c !IO~(+; 111 tho gt~~iiil(l, 
iro:;~ tiirco io t:igl:t iilc.11 n o x  c;~:-,\-d.oil. K*;o!:c (1:' t!:cso 
~:o-:,:~//c,:l io;!i/:-i,i'oii1>j KCi'C i a  fac h l)(:;?lh- l ) ; ' ~ O f  ; f l l c ~  

~yo~tlcl oiily ~,rotc:ct I~:oii: frag;i:lcnt~, cni! 11c;'l f r a u  1113 
eulii.c s!~r:Il. 11 1111i~dlcd i)om:d 11~rt: tx ~IielI, stril<ii~g 

I '  b11cl:l failly al:d not ci;l)!otiil!g, s c ldm f:~ili.cl to n:aslt 
I 

in tllc to:), or <ei~;o ~ I ~ Y O I I ; ; ~  : L ~ I  l j t ~ ~ ~ t  01; the i~isiilo. 
Kuni!)eru of 1 n ~ n  C-C:TC I<il!~i! ia this mar:ner U I I ~ ' : C ~ ; C C ~ -  

edly to thci:iselvcs, w\-]ii!c c:~ting, or ci;ntting, or sleep- 
ing, n,ico~ae'icm~; of t!io ::1)1)!'o:~cll of tilo clcsccnding 

nlortar. l)urir:g nrct ivcakllc,r, il~(:uo bolu1)-proofs n-el-o 
most uncol~ifo~fablc. Tllc soil, -\\,hcii tlioroughly mct, 

being Tory t~~subst;i;iliai, tlro sidcs frcqnmitly gnvo I 
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way alter a heavy rain, and the mass 01 logs and dirt 
constituting the roof, coming down npon tlls inmates, 
smothwocl or cruslled them. By rains, moreover, the 
dirt over heail was satnrated, aod after the water had 
ceased to fall froill tllc heavcns, tlleie was a constant 

\ dripping from the roofs of theso bomb-proofs-some- 
times for a ~ ~ e e l i  after the falling oE the rain. Water, 
also, oozed in from the sidcs and ca111e up? in springs 
from the f!oors, and it was notlling unns~zal to seo 
watcr a foot deep in these clamp undcr-ground ahodcs 
sf living men. Theso were some of tllo main incon- 
veniences of life in t l ~ e  " Trenclles," resulting from 1 

I 
I wet weathcr. Tilcy 3vjll be more fully appreciated, 

1 when it is borue in mind, that the season was ~vintcr, 
that iuel was oxtremcly scarce and of the poorcst cpal- 

I ily, (green pine 2nd co:~!), aocl that the food of tllo 
E 

t 

I troops was dcficieul, botll in qnarllity and quality. 

t To a11 this is to be aclcled lhe co~lJJincment-in itsclf no 
sligl~t evil; and last, but not least, llle close p~oxirnity 
of tilo eacmy, ;lnd a l e  consequolzt severity of the duty. 3 

I 

i There ~ r a s  a conutanl round of guard dnty, e x h  man 
being on pobt eigllt llonrs ozt of every tmonty-four. 
The enenly had troops sufficient to put fresh men in 
the "Trenches" cvory tllrce or foar days; but the 
@onfcdcrates had no relief. Gcn. LEE, by putting in 
every inan he Lad, coultl llreep up barely a re spec tab!^ 
sliirmish line ; tllcrs T V ~ S  not more than OM ntctv. fo 

I cvcty four .fc~ct anti a I~ulf qL' tl,e li?ze. Pel, this tllin 
I 
I sliirnlish line, ragged, Gebiiitstcd from want of nutri- 

tious food, clasping with bnru ancl almost fleshless 



hands their cold niusket-barrels, their slieletoll framw 
sliivering ulider wintry blasts, stood to their posts 
niidst storrns of rain, -snow, sleet, lead and iron, and 
held at  bay tlle well-fed, splendidly equipped, fresh 
and teeming masses of tllc foe, for more than eight 
long niontlls ! All tllis, too, aniici discouraging reports 
of starvation, discontent and defection at  home, and 
disaster in tlie field ! 

The Sixtieth Alabama Llegirnent, as  I have before 
remarked, entered the " Trenches " July 9tl1, 1864, 
and came out Marc11 14th, 1866. Here mas a tour of 
y ~ i u ~ d  duty lasting more tlmn eight months !-not of 
guard duty alone, but I might say, of constant fighting, 
censc1c.s.s buftlc ! At any hour of any clay or night, 
during this period, might 1)e llearcl the whizzing of balls, 
the reports of small arms, and the explosions of artillery. 

I have appended a statement (see Appendix) of the 
amount of aninlnnitioll expended by tlle Regiment 
each day during tlle iiionths of July, August, Septem- 
ber, a i d  apar t  of October. I t  must be borne in inind, 
that this staterlient gives the number of cartridges ex- 
pended daily by a sinylc rr;/i?rzr?it. MTlien it is consid- 
ered, that the same number, more or less, was expended 
by every regiment on the extended line, tllat the ene- 
uiy expended probably more in response, ancl that the 
artillery of both sicles was cclnally as social as  tlie in- 
fantry, it will be rcadily conceded, that i t  is not saying 
too much to pronounce this period, a periocl of czune- 
less 1)atlle. This prolonged battle, moreover, was sull- 
!yuinu~y as well as  ceaseless. Ileath frequently came 



unexpectedly, if that were possible in a locality where 
earth and atmosphere were filled with it. For exam- 
ple, a soldier is sitting in his bomb-proof inditing a 

letter to some absent loved one-a mother, a wife, a 

sister, or a lady love ; a ball, striking a tree or musket- 
1 barrel, incautiously raised above the parapet, glances 

downward, cntcrs the door of the bomb-proof, pene- 

I trates the body of the writer, and his life-blood, spurt- 
ing forth upon the unfillcci sheet before him, eloquently 
narrates the story of his tragic end ! The aggregate 
loss of the Regiment during its stay in the " Trenches " 
from this irregular picking off, was about one hundred 
and Iorty in liilled and wounded, averaging more than 
one to every two days. 

It was while the Brigade was occupying its last 
position in the Trenches, that it sustained the loss- 
the irreparable loss-of its noble Brigadier, the mar- 
tial GILACIE. He, who, while raging along many a 
battle's front, had hitherto escaped unscathed-he, 
whose voice had ever been heard amid the thicl~est of 
the fight, crying out, "Forward ! my brave boys ! 
Forward ! "-he, who, in fine, was to his Brigade its 
crowning ornament, as a well-fitting capital of a stately 
granite shaft-he was cut down, unexpectedly, as by a 

stroke of lightning, while standing quietly, with tele- 

I 
scope in hand, inspecting the enemy's line. A loss 
such as this could but be esteemed a serious calamity, 

i and as such was grievously deplored by the officers 
and men of the entire Brigade. He was succeeded by 
Col. Y. 31. Moody, of the 43d Alabama. 

I 



1 i l .  Tilo o).rroi; n-tis up, tho ~vc :~ t l l c~  ;,le;l:;:ult, 
allil as tllc trco),::; ~~;~:;:-;ctl t!l~.rn~i;ll I'cto~si~nq:, cllcer ! 

i 
nftor chcer bnrst f o ~ i h  > ; ~ ( I u ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ c o - ~ I L . ~ I J - .  AI!I!ou;?;il it 1 
TVXS T\.<!I! ~~l~d( : i~ . i?~(>t l ,  t11;lt t l i ~  YC~II~O~<:LI fr01il t1l0 
Trellclies n-as :L ei~:tugo Iro1i1 iij?;llti~lfi b~1li:i;l works to 
011~11 fir:lt'l fii;!lti~g, am1 t!izt of tllo hvo, tll!: forli~cr 
nr:L preforal)!a ; yot, tho 1:icn seel11ot1 d:)iiglltcc! :tt tlio 

movenicnt. It W:LS a luxury to mr,ZIc crect nj,ou tl1o 

surface of f!lo c:trtll :~flcr ci;;li!: ~lio~it!?s' co~ifiiit:lncnt 
n?l!lcr grountl. '4'!1~: stc l i  of tile G ~ ~ : I ! : ~ X I ( I  TT.:!.s b:.i:i!i i 

I ancl e!:~stic. T l ~ o  Etyi~~lc:nt 1 ~ : ~ s  it!:,clf again, e:~eh I 

nlcnll:er of il :~l>l,c;i~iil:; to fee! tl::tt lie J\.ns rcstoretl to 

his 1~01>cr d ~ n ~ l i t  ; alld :LS lii? rilo~'('ij C;LY(~ICSSI~ a11d 

liglitlj; along, s:ljing 1by 11;s lil:inncr, if 11ct b~ words, 
" This is 111y n:~ti\e hc.:ttlr, n l ~ i l  rlly iln11lc: is XcG1,ty;or." 

Solnc tiiii:: : ~ f t c ~  ~i~i~i: lgi i t ,  tilt: eo:lllliaii:l l:ill(:tl :lilil 
cn:~~peil tlai.ing 1!*o ~'ci:ir::iui of tl:c uj;:llt : ~ t  a. point 

ni,ont six 1il;lcs h,om l'c:tc:rs!;vr;:, OII tllc: ro:[d It~;lcli~!z 
ton-ai.cl,s " 'II:~!-ello;.':.; Itml." At C7i;~yligllt t l l ~  1li:l1'~11 

-. ~r ., '1s ~ ~ ~ i ~ i l i ~ t l .  :~i1(1 C(;III~IIUCC~ nuti! r!licldr\y, ~ ~ l l c i i  n-o 
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a~rivcd at a poilit near "IIatcher's Riln," a ~ d  took 
l?os;ossio~z of so~ile very coiizf~rt:~blc qt1:~rlers w.'!zic11 TVO 

found crectccl dlero. Tilose quarters ~vcro occupied 
until nl)ont RIarcil 2lst. Tile four or five clsjs spent, 
a t  this point rnkh'c well be p rcnoun~~c l  a " ~ . t r s o 7 ~  @' 

Jr,hilc:." Tho mcn, after their long cconfincnlcnt i u  
tllo " 'S'rencllc~s," scc~xed 3il:o boys reietlscd fro111 2 @+ 

school. They I)oxed, &redlid, leapcci, ran, plnycd at  
ball, ancl pitc!lcc! qt~oits. Gnt the spirit of frolic dicl 
nloi rtactt its heig,.ill until afror night-f:tll. 

Thcrc  as a wide street scpa~stins; tho rows of huts; 
on each side of these streets were tlio fires at  wllich..' 
tile cooking was done. TVl1~11 da~kncss came on, 

these streets h c c ~ ~ m o  (lie LiicsLres of sliani ilaliics, o lo 

i 
17i*ench. Euming braucls snatclled from $he fires were 

I hurled high in air, and dcsceadecl on the heads of tho 
opposiie siclo, ,after tile manner of mortar shells. To 

I 
1 the aye of the spectator it was a Sno representation ol 

mortar shelling in the " 'Trenches." Frequent wero 
I ille chwgea, ancl many prisoners were captured on 

both sides. The litter-bearers, too, were faithful in the 
clischarge of their c'inty, (more so than is customary in 
a real engagcmeat). A chcer froni one side was deli- 
antly responded to by a cheer from t l ~ e  other. Voices 

were hcard from the side representing tho Confed- 
erates, crying out, " 1 say, Ysnli, do11't you want some 
tobacco ? " and from tho side rcpresc~~ting 'clie Fedor- 
nls, " Come over, Jolmmie, a,nd tsliu a cup of hot 
coffee!" This iniii~icry of Trencll ~ ~ a r f a r c  was con- 
tinued to a late hour of the night. It mas painful to a 
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thoughtful spectator of tlicse sports to tllinlc, that so 
many of tllose athletic forms were soon, in all proba- 
bility, to lie niangled or disnicrnbereil on battle-fields. 

Tlie Ittgiuients of the Brigade were l3laced on picliet 
on Hatcher's ltun in rotation. About tlie 21st BIarcb, 
came tlie turn of the Sixtieth Alabama 12egiment. Tlie 

position occnpiecl by the Regiment was inore tllari a 
half mile in lengtli, and extended up and ilowri tllo 
stream at  the point know11 as the " Crow House." 
The " Crow House " was tlie IiumLlc clwelling of an 
aged couple and three little chilclren. Old Father 

Crow ~ v t t s  an invalid and co~ifiilecl to llis b ( ~ l  ; BJother 
Crow was tlie main stay ancl iliost striking featn1.c of 
tlie establishnlent. She was one of tliose notable 
house-keepers of the olden school, and scartned her 
apartment with tllc eye of a c.om~oisriii.. If tliere .iv:~s 
a grease spot upon tlie floor, tlle conrulsive t~vitchings 
of the riiuscles of lier face sho~vecl wit11 1v11;~t agony 

she beheld it. To lier i t  was wllnt pnt ing  discorcl is 
to the cultivated ear of tlie musician. Aroun(l ller 
neck was pinned a home-spun 'Bercliief of spotless 
wliite ; her gray loclis were covered ~vitll a tidy cap ; 
and on her forehead were poised the spectacles ~vliich 
had been in her service since first her sight hacl failed 
her. On the back of her ellair hung her tobacco bag, 
from tlie nioutll of which protrudeel lier pipe stem. 

Prominently in tile foreground of her :~partnient stood I 

her spinning wheel. Tho presence of conteacling 
armies seemeel to cause lier little or no concern ; her 
domestic operations clid not cease, though battles were 





at  least one milan. There was but one log upon nllicli 
to eflcct a crossing. As soon as :L illan put llis foot 
upoil this log, he was almost invaliably sent to his 
long home. Tllc Fcilcr:~l b:~tt:~lioris winced anci wn- 

verecl under bl~e ur?err.ill:; fire of tnelve Confccleratc 
marltsiiien. I t  T\ as :t T11er1~io~~yl:~. A r ~ i ~ ? C ~ r c c n i ( ~ l ~ t  
of a clozen guns nliglit have rc1)nlsetl tllc rneilly. Tllo 1 
exact state of tllc situation, Ilo~vever, was unbiiown to 

i 
tllc rcnlaincler of the con~mancl, ant1 it was irnpossiblo 

i to convey iiltolligcnce froiii tlre rifle-pit occnl)icd by 
8 

Cal)t. TYX~I:U~TON'S men, because tho man1 who would. 
1 venture forth f ~ o m  tllal pit ~voulcl at  once l~ec~orne tllo 

target of tlia ~vllolc Fet1cr:~l fo?+ce. Tl:e ofticcrs of tllo 

4 enenly, seeirlg the insignificant chnracter of the force 
by wlliell they mere being licltl at bay, ~ ~ a v c d  theil. 
swords and crgcltl their men to relioul\lcd efforts. 
Xany were shot do~qa, but occasionally a xiinn we- 

ceeded in crossing cind lying clo~vn ilntlcr cover of t,llo 
bank. At lcngtll, twenty or thirty liaving effectecl a 
safe paPsage, tlicy rose in a !)oily, clmrgecl t l ~ e  I-iflo-pit 
ailel captmed it, ~vitli two or tllicc of its ga11au-t defend- 
ers. C:~pt. Tar:~:ur~os alicl the rcnlaincler :.lade good 
their escape. 

Tllo encmy, now uni~olcstccl, poureJ over in nun:- 
bers. Soon tllo f:xt bccanle liao~vn that tlle liiis 
liacl been brolcen. On tlle rcccption of this intelli- 
gence, there FKLS a t  first n1uc.h c1;2r111 a i ~ 1  inclc- 
cision. Fin:~lly, Col. Goour:, of 7Yrs;c's lh-igncle, (who 
was in command of tlic portion of tllc line to the rigllt 
of the point take11 by tlie enemy), conaitlcring tliat he 
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was cut ol'f irom tllz uxtiii body of the army, tllougllt it 
advisable lo taka me~snrcs  to j)rcvent lais own et~pture. 
110 aeco~L:in:;ly n~arc l~cd  the troops by the riglit Bunk 
clown the line ol mvrlcs abonG t n o  aiios, thcn Gling Lo 

, the right, ~ilarcllecl zboilt two lniles to the: rear, and 
illen again filing to the right, ~~~ueeededl  abonh two 
miles in that cIii*ecbiso, t!i?~s n;oving over i!:1'co sides of 
a sqtlare, anif fin211y lialting for tho nig!it at a point 
about two iuiios to the roar of the '' Croii  House," 

from ~i.hich Ilc bad stwtcd. It wax !:iic :it lligllt wlrei7 

ihis position was rencllcc'., a~ : l  t!ic troops ~vc?~'e 113~~11 
wearied and terribly dislrzareened. Forebodings of 
disastcr wcio -Lq)on cwry mincl. Tho night, moreover, 
was eolil, raiily, t<:r?:pc stilotzs, a ~ d  but little 'iiraocl could 

I 

ljc had. At lengtil, the! finisl:jng tov,ch mas given to 
the glooni ~ ~ l i i c l i  perk;nc?es:l tile Xistioili 121:;d)~~rna Begi- 
mcnt, bj- the report ellal Col. D. S. Tiioir h:~d been 

I 
I kil2ccI in orme of 'chc uumcxons ellalgcn liincle ilurit~.lg the 

day in tllr fifihling abotit a mile lo tX33 lL'ft of 1118 

"'Cow 33ousc." This officer occny,ied a hi:+ place 
j, the estinlntioi~ of tlre I:eegimea'c, and the report of 
his dealcil we~s :L fitting climax to the &scouln,ring re- 

ports and iacidimts of tho dny. (The falsity of this 
report was not asccrtai~lcd 'until some time after tho 
surrender. Col. Tcon received a sek;erc W O U ~ K ~ ,  and fell 
into the hands of the enemy.) 

After n fcm hour's unrcfreslli~~g slv.nibar on the wet, 
cold 21 mnc7Lg and sonlo time before daj  lif;llt, the! troops 

I wcro aroumd n l ~ d  gotten u~lcler arnis. It  was well 

I nncler,~bood, witllout any verbal information to that 



1 effect, t l ~ a t  tllc ol)joct of this early nlovonlcnt was to 

recaptmr the position in front of the " Crow FHouse," 

rnllicIl llad hccn ab:~nclol~t~(l the evening before, and n 

stubborn tlJ1ld bl~ot ly  eng,tgement was anticipated. 

Gencrnl.; J3vh1rrior) Jorr~sor; and HJ~.\I,J A. \YISE wcrc 
iu con11n:~ncl. Tllc cclnnln ;i.:~s put In nzotioa, nncl at 
cli~yliglrt llad arrived at t l ~ c  eclfio of lllc opcn iield in 

i wlliclr n-as :iitnatecl the " Crow klouse." T l ~ e  mnnbion 

1 of tho Crows was stan(1i11g cluictly -tvllere e: ]lad left 

t it, tllc snloltc asccndirrg 111 gr3ccful curves irom itb 
solit~n-y cl?iil~ncy. It was S G ~ I C  rc\li<\P to see ill:~t it 

i 
! mntcs turcetl ortt oi  ~ IOUSC 2nd home. On reaching 
1 this field, the troops were f'ornlc~l ill lisle ol bat tk,  ni~il 

moved form:~rd, slo\vrriy and ate:~tli?y, caliecti~lg evcry 1 

rnornent to rcccivc n volley fro111 tlie foe ; but no volley 1 

can~e,  and no sound TviLs :~~n;tihle, ~ o t  e~ *2n the hum- 

riling 'of APother Csow's wheel. At length, the very 
banks of the st~-e:xiu having been gained nithont mo- 

lestation, i l  beennle ccrtain that no foe ;$-as present, 
and that the reoccup:~tion of the line mas to be accom- 

plishcd a i t l~out  bloo~lslled. A ferbling of rclicf came 

1 over the entire com~ll:rncl, and ni~zch grnti5cation wap 

I felt that the events of the preriol~s cvei~ing liad re- 

wltecl in no scrions calnniity. It seems tlmt tllc ene- 
1 
I my, after having etrc.clcd a crossing and broken the 

I line at  the point occnpied by (':~pt. T u:r:v'rros, llail 
consid~red their ad\-:~ncecl position, ~ v i i l ~  a dcep 
stream in th:+ rear, too 1~nn:uilous to be rctaincd, 
and accorclingly Illad reliquishcd it dnrirlg tllo night 



I 
The pools of blood still standing in the hollows of I 

I 
the rocks at  the point of the orossing, gave evidence I 
of the execution done by Capt. TA~~~UTTON'S cool 
riflemen. I 

I 'The line was st once re-established, and everything 
-went on as before. On visiting the "Crow House" 
its inmates were found i~z. statu gmo-Father CROW, in 
his usual recumbent position, snoring after a manner 

I 
i 

strongly suggestive of the dielant lowing of herds ; 
and Mother Cnow, sitting in *her chimney-corner 
enjoying her pos$.breakfast and ante-spinning-whcel 

pipe. Tlley were, to all appearances, totdly uncon- 
seious of the occurrences of the past twenty-four 
hnnu s. 

The position on "Hntcher's Run" was occupied' 
until the night of the 29th of March, without the 
occurrence of any event of ma~liod interest in the 
experience of the Bcgirnent: I say in tlte cx27e?.iencc oJ" 
the Plcqi?nent, because t l le~a were then on foot in the 
armies at large, movements of vast significance, which 
were destined in a few days to bring to an abrupt 
conclusion the long and terrific struggle for Southern 
Independence. 

About 2 o'clock on the morning of the SUth, the 
command moved from the line in front of the "Crow 

I House" to s fort abont a mile to its left. This night 
I 

was one of the most rnenlorable nights in the history 
of the Begirnent. The darkness was intense, the 
rain fell without ceasing, and the line of marc11 ~vas  
through a field of abalfis-a pine forest felled, over 



~vhicli n fire had rcccnlly l7:~sscil. Can a nioro difli- 
cult task I)e conccivoil tll:~i~ tho tr:~'ie'isi~l(~ 01' this field 
of fellcd timber on :L ~llt~lli, r:~iiiy night? It was 
undert;ikcn, l ~ o n  cwr, mtl. accolr11)lisilcd - bnt its 
accolill~lis!~ul~c~~t occul)icd tllc r~lil;~iiic!(~ of tlio ~ i ig l~ t .  

I Aboat dawn tlic llic11 c:utle iuto tllo fort in : , ( I~~;~(I \  of a 
half-ilo~cn or uloro, lil:~cl~r.we;L X)y tllc tjoot holu tho 

I chnrrcd til~lbcr, :ultl tllorvugiily cl~ciicllccl 1)y tllo r:tin. 

i TYIien n e  1col;crl back ovclr illo i~itricfitc maze, 

S thron:;li udlitl: ~c Ilacl strngg,ltd in d:~rl;ncss aricl 
t rain, ant1 sn~v tllc point Yrom ~v l~ ich  lira lint1 started 
I not moro tl1:in a 111ilc distn~ii, it seern~il :LS tllongll wo 

h:~d bccn sul)jccte~l to tlic influc~ricc of n b~niicloring 

spell, arid we cou~r:r,tulated ourb'31~es on our ultimato 
ile1irel:ince. 

Aflcr a11 hour or two spcnt in tho fort and its 

vicinity, iiie c o u ~ ~ ~ i : ~ n ~ l .  was morcil (tho rail1 still fall- 
I ing), to n point on tho "61-liito O d i ~  I'lontl." Tllc day , 

(?iIarcll 30tll), w:ls spcnl at tlri.; 1)oint o;l 'll:e rotidsicle, 

in ~-uoll~e;itnry cy>cct:~tIoc of :I b:itllc. The fi:;liting 
in t!mf qu:lrtcr, holr.e\cr, (!it1 not ninoant to n~oro  

I 
I 

than very hc:~vy sI,iluli:!~i:i:;, 1,) liicll n :ts Iicpt up 
I 

I tliron~2:ont tlle (lay. 11 1:u.g~ (1et:~il fro111 tllo Itcgi- 
I 

I 

I mcnt, ~ ~ n t l e r  c1iar:;e of t11:lt faithful m:l inclefatigablo 

sol~licr, Capt. CI,.~I:IC, 1)nrticip,ttccl in illis shirmisliing. 
At night, tho troops wcro cjn:~:tcrecl in soille very 

comfortable c:~bins about a half lilile from tlle roncl. 





n~ooringq ant1 bol-e down ~ r j o n  us i u  b:~tiic-nrr:iy. A t  

C this n i o ~  cr~lcnt, every l:o~ifc:lor:~:c :,oidicxr instinctivel~y 
grasped his l'iceo moro firmly :in(1 rc cs:ullinlucl bllo 
concli tion ol' his nnl:uunition. Moon tllo C~oiifcderalo 

riflcii~cn st:~'ii011(~1 in tile picbet-liolcs ol)c\uccl a cool 

k~nt1 ntexly fire; they were r(\rl?ojid~~l to 197 t l i ~  

Poderd sl\irniibhcrs. X\ cry sllot from tllo Soutlirrn 
pickets dicl excc~~tion, b e c ~ ~ i ~ s o  it was scarcely poi,>;il~lo 

f to ii~isa the comp:~ct frol~i  of tho cllcllly ; 1)ut the blno 
lines uilvnncecl stc:~dlly, ullfi~ltcringly, in l)clantifu! 

style. At leliglli tllc shi~nlishcrs fcil back ul)on tho 

Innin line, ancl ~OIV-, ellis maill lino hat1 ahnoat reachecl. 

I the Corifoclerate picket holes, when- 1 

I 

JJ7itli that peculiar, li~er-cjualiin;: cllcer, which e17er 

prececled a Coiifcclerate o:l:;eb, the Csufvclernte line 
I 

rose from tllc grountl, poured a vollcy iilto t l ~ e  blno 
F 

masses, nncl r~zsl:cil formn~cl upou thenl, loading an2 

firing as tlley ruslicd. Tl~i.; micy)cctecI :~n(l tu~rificx 
outburst st7u:ned :LI~;I nnner\ ed illc nl)parently rehist- 
less battle-lines; ti& fornartl sweep cunle to an 

illstant panso; the legs ~1hic.11 llacl :~dvnncccl ~ r i t l l  
I 

incnsurecl trc:~iI over tlie fieltl, snclclc~llly seel~iecl to I)o 

inlbuetl will1 ten-fold cal):~city n2ltl ari nli~;or.ernal)lo 
passion for rctr:tcing i!losc s!cl)s. 111 J itin, i l ~  iic.1~1- 

ol'iiccrs roilu ~ y ~ 1 1 : ~ ~ i i l ~  to ilia froi? t, w:~r ill:; tilcir 
swolds and c ~ h o r t i ! i ~  their l)~~iic.-,-,:l.iei<e~~ lcgic~iis to 
1:o calill :~11(1 n~l~anoe--t:lc~y E~ltc>:c~tl, vccoil(d, ti~cl ia 
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disorder, and tllo n~a~gnificent lines of blue becarne in 
:I low nior~~ents one coi~inioii herd of wild fugitives, 
rushing madly to the rear! 

"For life, for life their flight they ply- 

AIL nl~d(lcil111g 111 tllcli rear. 
O u n ~ i ( l  tllcy tLliro m dreadful racc, 
l'ulsr1ei8 ar~cl 1)nrtined-." 

Close on the 21eels of the flying foe pressed the Con- 
federates, cheering, loading and firing. I n  this man- 
ner the pursuit was kept up the entire length of the 
field, to the point from ~vhicli the Federal lines of 
battle had started-beyond that poinl-through a 
narrow strip of woods-then across a sniall field- 
into the forest beyond-and up to the banks of a 

stream. Tho distance from the starting point to the 
point a t  which the pursuit terminated, was about two 
miles. Along this entire route were strewn the equip- I 
age, arms, accoutrements, and dead or mangled bodies I 
of the foe. 

If frcsll troops had been put in at the stream at  
whicl~ the brcatliless and now scattered Confederate 
line was bro-c~ght to a halt, the pursuit u~ould have 
beeh continued, a decisive victory might have been 
achieved, and the whole front of the then pending 

B 
campaign changccl. Eut no fresh Confederates were 
to be had. Tho enemy, on tho contrary, had a line 
of breastmorlrs just beyond the stream, manned by 
fr.e:;!l t roop,  730th infmtry and artillery. Under cir- 
curnstaiiccs such as these, the tide of battlo could but 
change. The reserve of the enemy opened with their 
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sinall arms and artillcry. Tlle Confedcrntc line (now 

barely a sliivnlisli linc, and thoroughly esllnustcd,) 
was illivcll bnc*b slo~vrly, ilicll by inch, coiltcstinlg cvcry 
foot of tllc gronnil, fighting froin tvee to trec a i d  
from l~illoc.li to Ilillocli. 

Ho slow wus tlle rctrcat ail(l SO stubbor11 tlic contest, 
t11:~t tllc clay was well 1ligl1 speilt by blle time tlmt tllc 
lirlc was rcachc(1 froni ~ ~ l l i c h  tho -pursuit had stnrtccl 
in tlle morning. Lntc in tlle evening, the batllc-worn, 
powder-staineil Confederates ~~7110 h:~d particil~atccl in 
the artluoas iigllting on the White Oalis Road, placed 
tllemselves 1111cIer cover of their breastmorlis, and, 
panting for breath, leanecl forwa~d on tllc cilibanli- 
ilient with gmls in hand, awaiting tlle onset of the 
Tanliees. Tllcy hacl drircn the enenly two miles in 
less tllnn a llt~lf 11011r ; it Ilad rcqnired tllc rcnlainder 
of tllc clay for the fresh troops of the ellerny (out- 
i~urnbering tllem as two to one) to pus11 tllern back, 
step by step, over the samc gronncl. They 11o-w stood 
preparecl, all jncled as tiley were, for a final struggle. 
Eut  the cautious foe, nii~ldful of the ro~lgll cspcricnce 
of the morning, forebore to procccil, ancl tlle figliting 
ceased. 

Here was nlrr~nst a whole day of persistent, opcn- 
field fighting, ~vitll no rcspite-no relief. Tllc loss of 
tllc Sistietll Alabarl~a Begilneilt in this engagement 
was 103 in killed aucl n-ouncle(1, about one-half of its 
fol( t l  f,>@cfil;c. Aillong illis number w:ls tlmt unscliisl~ 
patriot and fiery soldier, JIaj. 11.1~~11 Coo~i, of C01u11i- 
bus, Ga. H e  llacl just retunlccl from a furlough, ancl 
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had been on duty not more than an hour when he 
received his death-mounds. Ho fell, pierced by three 
balls, during tlio latter part of tho morning's triumph- 
ant charge; ancl died, as 110 mould have desired, on 
the "perilous edge of battle," underneath the Confed- 
crate flag as it was being borne high aloft and resist- 
lessly forward on the fleeing foe. This was a fitting 
close -to the earthly career of so gallant a spirit. 

The command remained at the point at ~vllich the 
fighting of the 31st of JIarch terminated, during that 
night and tho succeeding day (April 1st). 



roo A 1TISTOJ:Y OP THE 

CTIAPTER TI. 

A short ~vhilo aitcr dark, April Ist, the troops were 
gotten uutler arms and inarchetl by tllc right flank 
until tho cls~vn of tho 2d. lluring tllc whole night, as 

1 
wo tranx23cci along tllrougl~ the nlud and darkness, our 
ears were filled with the incessant tl~under of cnnnon 

in the direction of Petc-rsburg. l y e  tremblecl for the 
fate of that city :mtl the army, for wc noll knew horn 

i 
bare was the line of clefcncc. Evc;.3.tliing secillcd to 
fore1,c;le clisa.itpr to tlle Confetlcrata cause. There 
mas :L n ~ o u r n f ~ ~ l  bi;;llixlg of tllc ~vinil among k11e trees ; 

tlie air W;LS ~lnnli) ant1 1le:~vy; the mnd, ankle clcep ; 

tllc ninbu!:~nce~, amiilnui tion anil bagg<~go n :~gons, 

were drnggtd c;lo~t ly along by half-famishcd teains ; 
I 

the troops n~oved on wearily, in nloocly silcncc-and, 
as  t l~ev  pns.;etl enall fire on the ~.otldsiclc, tllc light 
falling 011 their faces enablc(1 one to read tlicre clejcc- 
tion of mind and 1:~ssitucle of body. Tlle groups of 

men stallding around tllesc fires, moreover, sccined to 

be laboriilg untlcr sollie burclcn ; a;lcl from tllcir sub- 
iluecl conr~ersiition n7c lenrncd t1,:1C PI('I~&TT"s Division, 
the flower of tlle Army of Xortllerl~ Virginia, llad 
iilet with n serious c1is:~ster. At clnwa of day, ~ v c  
a r r i ~  cd at  a point on tlie Sonth Side Bail Itoad. 
XIerc our worst fears w\.cre confirni~cil. Xic~limo~ctZ n?~tZ 
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perly ~p~:bliiil;;, wns 111;~do ~ ~ n t i l  ~ I I C  cvelling of tho 

8tl1, ~Vllorl the viciiljky of Appoul:~ttos Court PIou!,o 
mas rcacllocl. IIoro ~vcro cigllt ( 1 : ~ ~ s  : ~ n d  ilig11is of 

const;mt 11i:t~cl1iug, with tile e-\ccption cl  ilio Sroclnci~h 
forn1;ttlons of lillcs of I~attla, to l):~(:k tile foc, w l~o  

m c e  o~rcrlal)ping 11s on botll il:~nki :2n~I t l l l l~~d t~~ i i lg  011 

fllc rCiW. U:LJ: :~lliI UigIl? TYCL.0 b:LIIlt', 80 i'iW 3:s 

marclling JF as cor:ccxtc ti. Tllo nlcil cir~sggcd Il~elll- 

selves along m3~h:tfii(';~l!y - fro111 forco of 11:il)it. 
Tlley scewcd illcnp:d~:ct of any c s ~ r l i o ~ ~  I - I c \ ~ T - o I ~ c ~  t l ~ ~ t  
requirecl iu puttin: on:: foot bcSorc aiiotlrcr; but when 
Sr~cn~u.~h ' s  buh;ic sounclod tllc c!iaq;c, wlletllcr : ~ t  noon 
or n~iclni~ht ,  Lllcrc was a:) iastant rc:~liinlntion, cacll 
forill became ercct, its ~,%-.;orrrtcti fire rcL1iri~cc1 to C:LC~I 

eye, :tad tllc b~iglo-blast rccclivetl :t rc,-i>olise in n ~ii12- 
ing cheer aurl n i1c:~illy ~olIt.j-. At c:~c!l resltoiicc of 

tllis cIc~:cr.i]~tion, the k'adc~ a1 alry flecl b i ~ ~ l i  :~l):is!luI 
aucl blectling, as homlds R 110 llnil vcctixeil too mar ,  

i and for Lllcir temerity llacl caught n s t ~ d i e  of the paw 
and n glinlpse of the lion's tccth. 

Soine portion of tllc :~rmy T V ~ S  ci~g~lgiilg tlle cncrny 

all the mllile clurii~g tlic rctrcnt, as tlle renlainilcr was 
n lo~di~g on. The Miatictll dl:~bama Itcgirncnt p~r t ic i -  
patccl in this fighting on the 2c1, 3d, 4th, nxld 6th c lap  

1 
of April. l'ciha17s the most n~cniorz~ble of tllcso 

affcfitirs mas that which occnrrccl on tlie ex-cning of the 
6th. Tllc sccnc was ~vitllin nl)out four ivilcs of thc 
bridge ~vhich spans the Jai11c.s at  F;arnlvillc. Gcn. 

Busl~r,or) Jolrssox cn~riccl 11is Dirision in pm.suit of 

the cnemv ur, the sicle of a considerable ridge. It 
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soon became apparent, from the whizzing of balls 
upon both flanks as well as from tlle front, tliat we 
were in a very critical condition. T l ~ e  only way left 
open to us, lcuding baoli to the main boJy, was 

through two fields. The Division was marcllad back 
in line of battle stea,ilily, :LIIL~ in fine orcler, across tlie 
i;elils. The mooils bcyolld mere g:tinccl svithout a 
serious disaster, and nosy the men brcatliecl freely, 
supposii;g that they had completely extricated them- 
selves Ir0111 flie enemy's grasp. TVe had not advanccd 
fur into tlie woods, however, svhea fire was opened 
upon our front, rear, and. both flanks f r ~ m  the snr- 
rounding hills. This unexpected ons!aught croatecl ,z 
panic, and it was supposed for some time that tlie 
Division must be captnred. Fortunately, it was soon 
ascertained that the fire proceccled from a small body 
of cavalry, which liacl succeeded, by means of slrrift 
horses, in surrounding us; and these, as usual, were 

brnshecl away wit11 little diEculty. Tlle Division theiz, 
without furlher molestation, rejoined the army, which 
was resting on the roadsicle, not niore than a la:zlf 
mile off, totally uncollscious of our late precarious 

situation. Darkness now set in, and the conzrnand 

4 moved on to the bridge at Famville. The crossing 
1 of this bridge was effected at dajrlight om1 the morning 

of the 7th. The last of t l ~ e  troops had just passed 
over, and tile bridge was being fired, when the eilemy 

1 appeared upon Ihe opposite shore and opened upon 
our rear with cannon. 

Conspicuous on ihe line of march during this 
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niernor:rl)lo retrc:lt, wns tllo fol-ni of J,sr~. 'rliougl! 

his heart ~rmst I~:L\o I)~lcii l.)lei~tlil~g witl~in l~inl, 

llia 11ol)le froilt ~r~;l:; ~n~t l i l~ i~nct l ,  :&;id the y,rantl cq11:~l- 

itics of llis 80111 sboiic lxightcst in  ilicso il:trlLcst 
homs of his i l l j l i t :~~.~ C':LYC('Y. Ifl:i ~ ~ I ~ o ~ . t a t i o ~ ~ s  to 

P 
I 

fortitndo :rnJ const:inc.y ~ v c ~ * o  ~~ll~c':~+ii!;;, : ~ r L t l  cliti 

1iinc.h to wstaii: ill() few ~r.110 wert: f~it11fu1 to 
tlic euil. 

Alou,?: tllc ro11tc mrcrc tllic.hly strrwn, e~ i ( l c l~ccs  of 

b tho (1cq)cmto nllcl disnst~ous cllnracti r of tllo n:o\ e- 
n:ent,-ilead nlicl tijing aujinnlr - I~nunii~:; Trngons-- 
nbanclonetl ~ I I S ~ ~ C ~ S ,  cal~lion, C~LSSO~IS, orilllsnce 
trains, Bnny)saclts, blanlicts, :&nil c:ii_!ly)-cquipap of 1 

every descril>tioil---anti, sntl~lc~st 0.f :111, husts of ex- 

hnusttcl ni~tl s t i  nggling mon. Tlie liue ~riiiell r:lo~ccl 
oiin.ari1, stcndf:ist ant1 true to the ::>st, \r:~:i ;is ;L sni:,Il 

1 

cnrrsnt vis5lc ill tllc ccllter oi' :l.n ot!lcrwixc st:igrini:t I 

stream. 
i 
I A 1 3 1 3 4 ) 3 T L ~ T "  X C O X  T I Z - T  PIC)I;NP.:. 

A.t It,ngtll, 02 ilir: r;\m!ii>;; of t I ~ c  Sill of Al)ril, t!ie 
eonlnlnud ll:~d ar.1.ivc.il at L\~qx:;:ltiCtor Court EIol?:;c, n 
point distant :tl)i)~:t ti~(!~lt~.-fi\-(: illi!('i.; !'L.o!~I I d j ~ ~ ~ l \ i i l l ~ ~ .  
Tllo t l . ( i t~p~ \\-<:I.C 1::1li;!~I 0x1 tht: o~~i:,!iIi*'ls < ~ f  tlic ~ i l l ; r ~ o  

11xlti1 dark, v;1:(111 { I t <  1 TKYO f o x ~ ! t ~ ~ l  211 Ii;::?, ;I,~:I, :~Stt,r 

nrr l~our  c:l:cllC ill ~;l;;!~t cli:~i:;(>s of l)osi.iio:l, i~~ovci i  
forward illto t!!c: bo\r.u, atlc! rostc:cl wit1lol:t distnrb:iuc:o 

until ~ I I C  d:~ivll of t110 9th. T : ; : x l j  cju ill(; ~ ~ i i ~ i ~ u i n ~  
tlic 9th, thc coli1111:iilc~ TI-::s niccst,c1, :alil I : I : (Y( '~PL~  

t l ! r~l~gll  t1ic \i:l:>,;:,: i,) ill!? \c'jy:c, Cf \ jL2  (>yl,;?l f:vl2s 

beyond. liore tho Erigi~ilt: (wlliull now forlnetl ;I p : ~ ~ t  
! 

I I 



of GO~IDON'S Corps), was cleployc~l as slrirnlishers. 
After this forniation there was a halt of several min- 
utes. Dnrit;g this halt the frequent passage of 
lninie balls overhead, ancl thc occtisional explosion of 
a shell, informed us of the presence or' the enemy. 
On inspecting tlle open fields in our front, me discov- 
ered a rail fence running tllrough their centre, almost 

e 
parallel with our position. Behind this fence (which 2 
had been thrown down), lay a lino of battle of Fecleral 
infantry--on a hill to the right mas poskecl a battery. 
At tho word " f o r ~ ~ a r d "  lhc men rose promptly and 

advanced upon the foe. The battery on tha hill to 
the right hurled shot after shot into ouv ranks in 
quick succession; the infantry ljing uncler cover of 
the fence fired rapidly, and wit11 precision ; and nlany 
brave and irue men went down on illat nlorning, who 

I 
had survived the other fields of the war. The line, 
however, advanced steaclily, unwaveringly; the bat- 
tery was capturecl; and tlie enemy, having been 

I 
dislodged from their position bcI~ind the fence, were 
driven across the fielcl to their rear, and into the 
woods beyond. 

IlTlleli the pursuit llad continued thus far, the line 
was cvit2lclrnwn in the directioll of tlze Court Nouse. 
On reaching tho suburbs of the village, ancl while t l ~ a  
men were in ,z state of exultation over their morning's 
success, a 11orsei~ttn bearing a white ring rode rapidly 
tllrough the line towards the enemy. This F ~ u ~ I ~ I R ~  
plienoruenon created much surprise. A dozen guns 

wale lemkd upon tllc bo~~xci. uf ilie ~irlritc ilag, but 
9 



tlle 111cll 7vo1.o orcler~d to ~lcsist. Ail oxp1;~nnfion of 

tliis mjstwions occurrei1c.e W:LS sooil receire(1 ill t11e 
nnnomicciilcnt tJi:~t GCII. LI~:E l l ~ l  s11rr(~ild~re(l. 

'l'liis :~nnoniiccnieilt w:~h :it lirst rcccived with rc- 

luctnncc :ind ilixcrcc'lit ; bnt it mas soon confirinecl i :~ 
;L nituiner rnliicll lcft no rooill for doubt. // 2011~ (117 

c~vc~i,--thc Ai~z?y Itatl, it~t7~cr1, hr~t~rz .~LL).~.CII(J(~)'PLI! Tit11 
tho esistoace of tlic nriliy ter~ililiatecl tlint of tlio 

Eegiment. 
Slzcli was tlie closing scene in the c:weer of tllo 

3 ltegiment-one of the iliost giorious proscnted by its 

record. Thougli the great stnxggle i11 ~ ~ l i i c l i  it llnd 

spent itself vas lost, got its sun ~vcnt not down in 1 
ila~kaess. As its epitaph, n e  woulcl sinlply illscribe 
upoil its toillb tlio follo~\-ing stntcrncnt : 

" Y'lte irih Alt~hn m c ~  Rcryii1zr7zt WC(S o p(6i.t Oj' i l ~ a t  I 

gulTant bautl q/" 8,000 ?tiell ~ J i o l i ~  Gcn. Lcc c'oidd '1r2)(.sIcr 

.fir Onfilc on flie 9th ?f ilpril, 1865. 011 tk(i ~trorninq qf 
tliul tJcc?y, tAis Rcylriicnl z~ (~ i l i  illto at f i o , ~  with i t s  ~co::teci ! 

1 

sin.i.entSct. (f file i l ~ . i ) & ? /  Z[YIX ~.CC(>~VCC~,  it? rt)f,t~ 2 C C I T  

I ~ ~ ~ z , ! i ~ ~ y  ovtJt* ( Y I ~ I ! ~ I ) Y  / i ~ i l i e t ~ ~  ti~id ( t  t~~ufet? fov." 

Brit little reniains to bo tolil. 1~:tto on tlic evening 

of tile !)tll, tho trool)s s t :~ (> l \~d  tllcir ar111s; after wl~icll 
Cic511. (:o~i~)ox, l l :~ \ - i~~ ; ;  li:1t1 11is c,oi,1)s f o r ~ i i ~ ~ , l  t'rl ?ilf~~sw, 

clclivc~rccl to tll(>iu :\]I : I ~ ( ~ Y C S ~ ,  (~~\)) l ;~i i : \ to~y of tlie I 

C;LIIS~> :11il t tw~is  of 1 1 1 ~  m~~~r(~~ic lvr ,  aiitl c s l ~ o ~ t i ~ ~ ; ;  t l i ( ~ ~ n  I 

to 1il:tiilj f o ~  tit~ltlt> 1111(1cr tlic C;L.(~:L~ r t > ~  C,~S( '  ~\liic11 Iiatl 
bcfullell tllcni. lIis ~ o i c c  \\:Ls ~IO:LL.SO fro111 eiliotiolt 





In  concluding tllis 1)ricf Ilistory, tile clnclstion 
suggests itself : llns all this Ion:;-continncd and 
ii~teilse effort-- all tllis sncriiico of 1)loocl ~ I ~ c I  trcns- 
ure-all tllis sn1)jcction to l?rivation and peril - 

rcsalteil in no gooci bo tllu nctol-s tliemscl\~es? Are 
they :ibsol~ztely ~vithont rev;ard for tllcir esaltc~i 
patriotism and activo clerotion to pltiuciple? Tho 
answer is --that,  so far as  anytlling tangible and 
nlaterial is concerned, they are not only mitllout 
recompense, bnt have received instead tllcreof stripes 
and puuishment, llaviilg ljecn ejected from the pos- 
session and enjoyment, of both liberty and property. 
I3ut t11cl.e is a rc~vard of a Ilisl~er ch:~~actcr ,  ~v l~ ich  is 
tlieirs in an eii~illci~t tlcgrec--a relvnrcl in l~erc i~ t  in 

and insep:crablc from a11 noblc actions-"that peace 
above all eartlaly dignities, a call11 and qtzict con- 

science." 
TVllile affected clecply by t l ~ c  evils vllicli :ifflict 

their country, t11c.y c ~ ~ n  still Iooli nlloil t11cln1 ~vitllont, 
conlpunction, ailtl say, " 'l'llongh tllotz art ilcsol;rtr, 
lliy country, it is not tliis 11;tnil h:ttl~ rnt~clo tlice so. 

No ! Nor n.as it the 11;~nd of t11e alicn foe 1v11o ~ragecl 
war ngniu?it tlic~c., so nillcl~ : ~ c ,  tllcl l~:r!~clr of luen ~vhom 
t11011 (liclst i~o~zrifill ill i11i11(> ou 11 l)o\olii ; 1\11o 1)reiltli~cl 
thy 1)ro:~tI~ ; J ~ I I O  (lr:t~ill SIY)IIL thy voo1 fol~iitiiiiis ; 1~110 
1)aslietl in tllu s11:~tlc. of thy iila:,:~~itic.c>llt g ~ o r e s  ; 1vl1oso 
c:nxs wcrc f i l k ~ l  I\ itli tlic n ; i r l ) l i~ r~  of t 1 1 ~  I)i~tis ; wlloso 

cce,.i ccslucl oil iltc ~)l;icicl, j ct I U . \ I L L ~ ~ L I I ~ ,  I)C;LIL~J 0f  1 1 1 ~  

1 1 I 



l~mclscapes; who fed upon the fruits thou dost so 
bountifully yiclcl; aye, and tho bones cf whose fore- 
fathers ancl departed kindred had found a resting 
place beneath thy soil !" All this, and more, they 
inay say-in sorrow, i t  is truc, but with a consoling 
consciousness of persolla1 ~ A i t u d e .  

The value of this reward will be bctter appreciated 
when we reflect, what must now be the bitter self- 
reproach and unavailing regret of those who have 
hiled ir! their duty to the country in its hour of need. 
This reflection suggests to us the fact, that the present 
rezc;cwd of the faithful soldier of " the lost cause," 
consists not only in a positive pleasure of the highest 
kind, but in an escape from an evil, the greatest of all 
others, the lusJ~i?zp qj' cc, gxil fy  conscz)ence. 

I say the prc~cnt rczfiurd, in contradistinction to that 
ulti?nnte q-ewa).d, ~vllich must crown their labors in the 
vindication and establishment of the great principle 
of constitutional liberty for w1:ich they put thcim 
forth. I n  the language of the eloquent old Virginian, 

HENRY A. WISE; : " 2'1~e lost cuzlse? 2/' lost, it is  7zct 
tt,zw-i/ ti-ue, it i s  not lost !" If tho cause for wllicli 

wo fought is true, it is not lost. Like n noble ship in 
the storm, it has gone down into tlle trough of the 
sea, and is submerged beneath mountain billows ; its 
masts and rigging are swept away ancl its crew are par- 
rtlyzcd by the might of tlie cie~llents; but when tho 
calm returns, and the demons of tllc cleep cease to 
lash it in their fury, it ~vill riso l)noj antly up ; and if 
u suficicul 111u11l~er of its cucw 11:~ve clung faithfully 



to it, a~i i l  aro not w:~shed o~crboi~rd ,  it will soon bo 
rigged ancv, and nlovo on in its courso wit11 t l ~ ~ t  
ninjesty aiitl power wliicll c1~ar:rcterizcd it mlleil it 
was first launclled upon tho main. 



SIXTIETH ALABAMA REGIMENT. 












	0001.tif
	0002.tif
	0003.tif
	0004.tif
	0005.tif
	0006.tif
	0007.tif
	0008.tif
	0009.tif
	0010.tif
	0011.tif
	0012.tif
	0013.tif
	0014.tif
	0015.tif
	0016.tif
	0017.tif
	0018.tif
	0019.tif
	0020.tif
	0021.tif
	0022.tif
	0023.tif
	0024.tif
	0025.tif
	0026.tif
	0027.tif
	0028.tif
	0029.tif
	0030.tif
	0031.tif
	0032.tif
	0033.tif
	0034.tif
	0035.tif
	0036.tif
	0037.tif
	0038.tif
	0039.tif
	0040.tif
	0041.tif
	0042.tif
	0043.tif
	0044.tif
	0045.tif
	0047.tif
	0048.tif
	0049.tif
	0050.tif
	0051.tif
	0052.tif
	0053.tif
	0054.tif
	0055.tif
	0056.tif
	0057.tif
	0058.tif
	0059.tif
	0060.tif
	0061.tif
	0062.tif
	0063.tif
	0064.tif
	0065.tif
	0066.tif
	0067.tif
	0068.tif
	0069.tif
	0070.tif
	0071.tif
	0072.tif
	0073.tif
	0074.tif
	0075.tif
	0076.tif
	0077.tif
	0078.tif
	0079.tif
	0080.tif
	0081.tif
	0082.tif
	0083.tif
	0084.tif
	0085.tif
	0086.tif
	0087.tif
	0088.tif
	0089.tif
	0090.tif
	0091.tif
	0092.tif
	0093.tif
	0094.tif
	0095.tif
	0096.tif
	0097.tif
	0098.tif
	0099.tif
	0100.tif
	0101.tif
	0102.tif
	0103.tif
	0104.tif
	0105.tif
	0106.tif
	0107.tif
	0108.tif
	0109.tif
	0110.tif
	0111.tif
	0112.tif
	0113.tif
	0114.tif
	0115.tif
	0116.tif
	0117.tif
	0118.tif
	0119.tif
	0120.tif

